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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 17TH OCTOBER 2019 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: J Martin (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas  

Mrs G A Geer  

D J Potter 

T E Grattan-Kane 

Rev. D P Reed 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Projects Officer) 

 

149. Prayers 

 The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by Councillor Reverend Reed.   

 

150. Apologies 

 Apologies for non-attendance were received from Councillors Mrs Roberts, 

Edgcumbe and Kenchington. 

 

151. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors  

 Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that he had attended a place shaping meeting with 

Cornwall Council officers and representatives of Helston CIC and had been encouraged with 

the support offered by Cornwall Council Officers.  Councillor Martin advised that he was due 

to be having hospital treatment on 11th November 2019 and so would be out of action for a 

few days afterwards. 

 

 Councillor Thomas gave a detailed report during which he made the following points: 

 

• He was involved in casework issues regarding planning and road traffic issues; 

• A viability study was being conducted regarding the positioning of a mobile CCTV 

camera at the Sithney Common Hill Lay-by; 

• He updated Members on the Boundary Review advising that the Electoral Review 

Panel was recommending that Wheal Oak and Helston Extension 1 became part of 

Helston Parish but this was subject to further consultation; 

• The third meeting with the Environment Agency, South West Water and Cormac 

regarding the Kennels and Leats was due to take place on 30th October and Cormac 

was monitoring flow problems in the Kennels which they believed was due to leaf fall; 

• Following discussions with the Cornwall Council Division Member for 

Perranaworthal he advised that Helston Town Council could consider purchasing two 

vehicle activated speed signs for use in Helston; 

• Further to the Safer Cornwall presentation he advised that the draft handouts were 

being developed and Mr Bayliss, the Community Safety Officer, was the contact for 

any concerns regarding Safer Helston; 

• He had attended a Kerrier Local Family Partnership event which was an initiative to 

bring together local groups and agencies to provide the best support for children and 

families; 

• He continued to champion the Hive which was a new approach to waste food 

management; and 

• Following a member briefing, advised that he was impressed with the work of the 

Education Library Service which was involved in promoting literacy. 
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 Councillor Mrs Boase queried the progress in recruiting a school crossing guard and 

requested that the school crossing warning lights be turned on.  Cornwall Councillor Thomas 

advised that they were currently interviewing for the position and confirmed he would 

investigate the situation regarding the warning lights. 

 

 In response to a question, Cornwall Councillor Thomas advised that the Hive was 

receiving advice and support from a variety of departments in Cornwall Council but advised 

that he could only ask Officers to take notice of the project and could not insist that an item be 

considered by Cabinet. 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase advised that he had been contacted by a resident who was 

concerned with parked cars on the pavement in Cross Street and queried if there was anything 

the Cornwall Council Division Members could do.  Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that 

he would contact the Portfolio Holder regarding the situation.  Cornwall Councillor Thomas 

advised that the obstruction was a police issue and he had raised the issue at a Safer Cornwall 

meeting suggesting that the Police should attend meetings and needed to be in town as much 

as possible and issue tickets. 

 

 Councillor Williams raised concern with a section of verge in Beacon Parc which was 

not cut by Coastline as it was the responsibility of Cornwall Council and was in a poor 

condition. Councillor Martin advised that he would visit the site to take photographs and 

pursue the matter. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Geer queried how to contact Safer Cornwall to clarify the timings for 

their crime statistics.  Cornwall Councillors Martin and Thomas confirmed that they would 

clarify how best to contact Safer Cornwall to obtain this information. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Boase expressed concerns with skateboarders going the wrong way 

down a one way road and suggested that the Police should take action before there was an 

accident. 

 

 The Mayor confirmed that no report had been received from Cornwall Councillor 

Wallis. 

 

152. Public Participation 

 A member of the public spoke in support on Helston becoming an Earth Protector 

Town expressing the opinion that following the Climate Action Plan this was one of the most 

important things that could be done for the town.  Her support of the Earth Protector Town 

Scheme was based on a need to give tangible hope and action to individuals in the current 

climate emergency.  She advised many scientific reports indicated that the health of eco 

systems, on which all life depended, was deteriorating more rapidly than ever which was 

eroding the foundations of economies, livelihoods, food security, health and quality of life 

and Helston should support the initiative. 

 

153. Minutes  

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the                             

19th September 2019 be approved and signed as a true record.   

 

 Councillor R J L Boase abstained from the vote as he had not been present at the 

meeting. 
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154. Minutes of the Planning Committee 

 On the proposition of Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor Mrs Geer, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the                

19th September and 3rd October 2019, be received. 

 

155. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 

 On the proposition of Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on 26th September 

2019, be received. 

 

156. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 

 On the proposition of Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by the Mayor, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held 

on 8th September 2019, be received. 

 

157. Notes of the Youth Engagement Working Party 

 The Town Clerk reminded Members that the Notes contained the following 

recommendation: 

 

 a) Refreshments be purchased for both youth engagement events up to a 

maximum of £20; 

 b) 6 No. WH Smith £15 book tokens be purchased as prizes for both events; and 

 c) 4 No. Helston water bottles be purchased from the Helston Town Mayor’s 

Welfare Fund stock at a cost of £7.50 each. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Notes of the Youth Engagement Working Party meeting held on the 

30th September 2019, be received and the recommendations approved. 

 

158. Announcements  

 The Mayor informed Members of the various events taking place over Remembrance 

Weekend and confirmed that the Poppy Appeal would launch on Saturday 26th October 2019.  

The Mayor further advised that the Helston Makes It event had been very successful and 

congratulated the Museum of Cornish Life on the celebration of the 70th Anniversary of the 

museum opening.   The Mayor informed Members that the Christmas Lights Committee had 

commenced work on the Christmas lights and would shortly begin erecting them. 

 

159. 75th Anniversary of VE Day 

 Councillor Reverend Reed advised that he was concerned that the celebration of the 

75th Anniversary of VE Day could be lost within Flora Day and suggested some form of 

decoration, such as additional flags, around the Guildhall if not the whole town centre.  

Councillor Grattan-Kane confirmed that the normal Flora Day bunting would be erected but 

advised it would be possible to have flags on poles in the Christmas tree brackets.  Following 

a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by the Mayor, and 

 

RESOLVED – that initially £1,000 from the underspent hanging baskets budget be allocated 

to decorations for the VE Day Anniversary. 
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 The Mayor and Councillors Mrs Boase, Mrs Geer and Reverend Reed agreed to 

contact the Flora Day Association and other relevant organisations to discuss the situation 

regarding additional decorations to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of VE Day. 

 

160. Plan for Helston 

 Councillor Potter confirmed that he had requested the agenda item after Helston had 

missed out on funding which was believed to be due to the lack of a Neighbourhood 

Development Plan.  He advised that the Neighbourhood Development Plan was primarily a 

planning document but as all the development sites already had planning permission it was 

not necessarily required, would take a lot of work to produce and would not cover all the 

options.  Councillor Potter confirmed that the Town Clerk had suggested that a Town Plan 

would meet Members’ requirements and expressed the opinion that it was important that 

Cornwall Council accepted a plan although Members were already engaging with Cornwall 

Council without the need of one.  The Town Clerk informed Members that he had spoken 

with the Community Link Officer who was of the opinion that a Neighbourhood Plan was not 

required and whilst there were other plans she was concerned whether the outcomes would 

warrant the work required, suggesting that projects could be selected from existing plans.  The 

Town Clerk confirmed that the Community Link Officer had agreed to attend an informal 

meeting to discuss the options and had provided potential dates.  On the proposition of 

Councillor Potter, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council hold an informal meeting to discuss options with the 

Community Link Officer on 27th November 2019. 

 

161. Earth Protector Town 

 Councillor Potter advised that he had requested the item on the Agenda following the 

scheme being brought to the Council’s attention by a member of the public.  He advised that 

he had circulated information to Members on the requirements to become an Earth Protector 

Town confirming that Helston Town Council would already meet many requirements 

contained in the pledges.  The Town Clerk confirmed the Council could register its interest 

whilst two towns were working through the pilot to develop a framework which would be 

launched on 22nd April 2020.  The Town Clerk advised that he could contact the Clerk’s from 

the Councils involved in the pilot and report back to Full Council.  On the proposition of 

Councillor Potter, seconded by Councillor Reverend Reed, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Helston Town Council register an interest in becoming an Earth Protector 

Town and Officers investigate the initiative further. 

 

162. Report on the Helston Climate Action Group 

 Councillor Potter advised that the Helston Climate Action Plan was launched on     

30th September 2019 within the six month time scale the group had set and thanked those 

involved for all their hard work.  He advised that the Action Plan was a workable document 

which was available electronically and was freely available for other organisations to use and 

adapt.  He advised that both he and Katharine Lewis would be speaking at the Localism 

Summit on the Helston Climate Action Group’s work.  Councillor Potter gave an example of 

small actions which could have a larger effect and expressed the opinion that volunteers were 

needed to help achieve the projects.  Following a brief debate it was proposed by the Mayor, 

seconded by Councillor Mrs Geer, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Helston Town Council endorsed the Climate Action Plan produced by the 

Helston Climate Action Group. 
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163. Report of the Projects Officer 

 In respect of the Kennels and Leats, the Projects Officer advised that he was 

participating in a site visit of the Leats the following day and confirmed that the Environment 

Agency had established that fifty percent of the water was lost between the extraction point 

and Water Ma Trout.  The Projects Officer further advised that Cornwall Council’s Strategic 

and Historic Environment Team was keen to assist with a heritage case for a funding bid to 

repair the Kennels.  Councillor Thomas advised that the data from the Environment Agency 

was historic and they were in the process of obtaining up to date information. 

 

164. Report of the Town Clerk 
 

 (1) Localism Summit 

       This item was noted. 

 

 (2) Cornwall Council – Christmas Free Parking Day 

       Councillor Mrs Geer agreed to speak to businesses regarding their preferred day 

for free parking.  Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded 

by Councillor Mrs Boase, and 

 

RESLOVED – that the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to select a Christmas Free 

Parking Day once the responses from businesses had been received. 

 

 (3) Fishermen’s Mission – 4th Annual Christmas Tree Festival 

       On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Potter, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council participate in the Fishermen’s Mission’s 4th Annual 

Christmas Tree Festival. 

 

 (4) Remembrance Sunday 

       This item was noted. 

 

 (5) Trengrouse Way Car Park 

       Councillor Thomas expressed disappointment with the response from Cornwall 

Council and advised that he would take the matter further.  The Town Clerk advised that the 

Keep Helston Tidy Group could focus on the area for its next project. 

 

 (6) Police Numbers in Helston 

      Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by 

Councillor Grattan-Kane, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk write to the Community Link Officer, the Police Inspector 

and the Police & Crime Commissioner to request information on the levels of Police coverage 

in Helston. 

 

165. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 

 On the proposition of Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor        

Grattan-Kane, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 406-460 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £37,712.24. 
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166. Attendance at Meetings  

 Councillor Grattan-Kane advised that he had attended a Helston Christmas Lights 

Committee meeting earlier that day and confirmed that the 142 shackles would be stress 

tested the following week. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Geer expressed concern regarding proposed work at the Furry Cafe 

which could impact on historical features in one of the rooms.  Councillor Thomas advised 

that he was not aware of the plans but he would ensure that the historic fabric of the room was 

preserved. 

 

167. Items for the next Agenda 

 Councillor Potter requested an item on the following Full Council Agenda to consider 

the Climate Action 10 Pledges.  It was subsequently agreed that this item would be included 

in Councillor Potter’s report on the Helston Climate Action Group. 

 

 Councillor Thomas requested an item on the following Full Council Agenda to 

consider the purchase of two vehicle activated speed signs and to receive a presentation from 

Councillor Peter Williams and Mr Stuart Douglas on their experiences at Perranaworthal. 

 

168.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 On the proposition of Councillor Potter, seconded by Councillor Reverend Reed, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

169. Confidential Report of the Projects Officer 
 

(1) Our Granite Heart 

       This item was noted. 

 

(2) Marketing – Virtual Tour 

       On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Potter, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Council commissioned 3deep Media for the proposed 3D map page/ 

virtual tour for the Discover Helston marketing website with a view to the work taking place 

in spring 2020 with costs to be funded from the balance of the original Heritage Trail budget. 

 

(3) Cycle Stands 

       It was proposed by Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor Reverend 

Reed, and 

 

RESOLVED – that, subject to receipt of the funding, the Council procures three marine grade 

stainless steel ground rooted cycle stands from Street Furniture Direct at a total cost of £195 

exclusive of VAT. 
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170. Freeman Ceremony 

 Following a detailed debate it was agreed that: 

 

a) Mr John Eddy be proposed as Freeman by Councillor Thomas and seconded by 

Councillor Grattan-Kane; and 

b) Dr Kenneth Whittle be proposed as Freeman by Councillor Williams and 

seconded by the Mayor. 

 

 It was further agreed that subject to a minor amendment the proposed wording for the 

Motions be accepted. 

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Williams, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the quotation of £1,266 each for scrolls from Hilton Studio be accepted. 

 

 It was then proposed by Councillor Potter, seconded by the Mayor, and  

 

RESOLVED – that Black Lion Catering be selected to provide a finger buffet for the 

reception to be held in the Corn Exchange. 

 

 It was further proposed by Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor Mrs 

Boase, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Mayor present two town plaques at an appropriate time. 

 

171. Proceeds of Sale of 3 Penrose Road 

 The Town Clerk updated Members on the discussions regarding the proceeds from the 

sale of 3 Penrose Road. 

 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 10.08pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 
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