
 

 1 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 21ST NOVEMBER 2019 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: J Martin (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas  

Mrs G A Geer  

Mrs N Roberts 

D J Potter 

T E Grattan-Kane 

R F Edgcumbe 

M J Kenchington 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Projects Officer) 

 

 

195. Presentation on the Speed Watch Scheme 

  

 The Town Council received a presentation on the Speed Watch scheme from             

Mr S Douglas and Councillor P Williams who then responded to Members’ questions. 

 

196. Prayers 

 

 Prayers were offered by Councillor Thomas.   

 

197. Apologies 

 

 An apology for non-attendance was received from Councillor Reverend Reed.   

 

198. Police Matters 

  

 The Mayor extended a welcome to PC Moore and Superintendent Leisk.  PC Moore 

advised that PC Mitchell had joined the Neighbourhood Team.  She then confirmed that the 

Police had taken action to reduce anti-social behaviour within the town and outlined various 

other issues they had been involved with.  PC Moore referred to the earlier presentation to 

advise that the Speed Watch scheme could only take place in a suitable safe location with 

only the Redruth Road and Meneage Street being appropriate.  PC Moore advised that PC 

Anne Butcher had retired at the end of October with her official leaving date being in mid-

January.   

 

 Superintendent Leisk expressed his gratitude to the Council for all they did and for 

their support and advised that the new Inspector for the area wished to engage with the 

community.  Superintendent Leisk then advised that they had launched Operation Snap which 

enabled people with dash camera footage to report traffic issues via a website and upload 

video footage.   Superintendent Leisk confirmed that additional funding had enabled the 

Police to provide a new Neighbourhood Beat Manager in each Sector with Government 

funding allowing further recruitment.  He further advised that the Neighbourhood Team was 

also developing a relationship with the Royal Navy Police.   

 

 In response to a question regarding parking on pavements, PC Moore advised that it 

was important to educate people regarding the issue and confirmed that she would explore an 

education campaign in the appropriate areas and distribute advice leaflets. 

 

 Councillor Williams expressed his appreciation of PC Butcher and suggested that a 

letter of thanks be sent on behalf of the Council.   
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199. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that he had been involved in Licensing issues and 

had consulted locally regarding the spaceport in Newquay but unfortunately he could not 

attend the meeting where the decision was being made due to his forthcoming operation.  

Councillor Martin further advised that he had been involved in casework issues regarding 

parking on pavements and anti-social behaviour although it had been noted that this problem 

had reduced over the last six months.  Cornwall Councillor Martin then referred to the 

Community Network Panel meetings to confirm that they were investigating vehicle activated 

signs and speed watch schemes. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Thomas wished the Mayor well with his operation and then gave 

a detailed report on his activities during which he mentioned the following: 

 

• He had been involved in casework regarding planning and road traffic issues; 

• The third meeting with relevant bodies regarding the Leats and Kennels had taken 

place and he had been in touch with RNAS Culdrose regarding the possibility of a 

drone video mapping exercise; 

• He would be visiting Helston Sports Centre with Councillor Eathorne-Gibbons, 

Portfolio Holder for Customers, on 6th December to discuss the current facilities and 

planned improvements in addition to recent issues with changes in hours and going 

cashless; 

• He outlined the response he had received regarding the condition of the Trengrouse 

Way Car Park; 

• He had raised the issue regarding the lack of a school crossing patrol officer on the 

Redruth Road with the manager and senior officers at Cormac and intended to raise it 

as a possible area for consideration by the Neighbourhoods Overview and Scrutiny 

Committee; 

• A meeting had taken place regarding the B3297 advising that, whilst it had been a 

positive meeting, it was likely that many of the existing speed limits would remain; 

• A Special Full Council meeting was being held on 10th December to consider the 

Community Governance Review; 

• Cornwall Council had commenced budget discussions with a briefing meeting 

scheduled for 3rd December and it was likely that there would be a Council Tax rise at 

similar levels to the previous year; and 

• The next Full Council meeting would be taking place on 26th November when 

Members would be considering the Spaceport and Member motions regarding the 

reduction in voting age and concession bus passes for carer companions. 

 

 Councillor Potter referred to the condition of the Trengrouse Way Car Park and 

expressed the opinion that the car park should be devolved to the Town as Cornwall Council 

had shown that it could not keep it to a reasonable standard and the Town Council would 

maintain it better at a reasonable cost.  Councillor Grattan-Kane advised that he had attended 

a litter pick/ tidy in the Trengrouse Way car park organised by the Town Council and, whilst 

there was still a lot to do, it had made a difference and showed what a small amount of regular 

maintenance could do. 

 

 The Mayor advised that a report had not been received from Cornwall Councillor 

Wallis. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 3 

 

200. Minutes  

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Mrs Geer, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 17th October 2019 

be approved and signed as a true record.  

 

 Councillors Mrs Roberts, Edgcumbe and Kenchington abstained from the vote as 

they had not been present at the meeting.  

 

201. Matters Arising from the Minutes 

 

 Further to Minute No. 161/2019 the Town Clerk confirmed that he had been in contact 

with Earth Protector Towns and to be able to register its interest the Council had to formerly 

vote on the declaration which he would put before them in December.  The Town Clerk 

further advised that the pilot scheme in Stroud was due to complete in April. 

 

202. Minutes of the Planning Committee 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 17th October 

2019, be received. 

 

 It was further proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, 

and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the                     

7th November 2019, be received. 

 

203. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held 

on the 12th November 2019, be received. 

 

204. Announcements  

 

 The Town Clerk informed Members that Freeman Mrs Simmons had passed away and 

apologised for not circulating this information earlier. 

 

 The Mayor advised that the Youth Engagement Events with the Primary Schools and 

the Brownies had been well received and circulated a thank you card from the Brownies.  He 

advised that Helston Community College had requested participation in a similar event. 

 

 The Mayor then reminded Members of the forthcoming Christmas events and 

confirmed that he would be visiting the residential homes on 23rd and 24th December and the 

Helston Community Hospital on Christmas Day. 
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205. Mobile Speed Activation Signs 

 

 Councillor Thomas advised that Members had discussed speeding around the town on 

many occasions and there were key spots which required attention but the Council currently 

did not have permanent signs.  He advised that Cormac occasionally installed signs to gather 

data on potential problem areas but he felt that vehicle activated speed signs would encourage 

people to address the problem.  Councillor Thomas then outlined the options for purchasing 

signs summarising the benefits and disadvantages of each option.  A detailed debate ensued at 

the conclusion of which it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor 

Kenchington, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council purchase two signs in principal subject to permissions 

and authority be delegated to the Traffic Regulation Order Working Party to agree the 

locations. 

 

206. Report on Helston Climate Action Group 

 

 Councillor Potter advised that the Helston Climate Action Plan had been launched in 

September and both he and Katharine Lewis had spoken at the Localism Summit which had 

been well received.  Councillor Potter advised that the Town Clerk had also written an article 

for a national magazine.  Councillor Potter advised that the tree planting project was one of 

the first to gain grant funding with the first trees being planted as part of the Forest for 

Helston at Helston Community College the following week.  Councillor Potter confirmed that 

the Helston Climate Action Group wanted key Members to promote the ten pledges listed in 

the Action Plan outlining which ones he had achieved and encouraged Members to consider 

what they could do. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Geer expressed her thanks to Councillor Potter for all of his work with 

the Helston Climate Action Group. 

 

207. Report of the Projects Officer 

 

 The Projects Officer updated Members on his report to advise that the Empty 

Shopfront Signs were in place in the former Original Factory Shop building.  Councillor 

Potter queried if there had been a problem locating premises to display signs.  The Projects 

Officer confirmed that there were a few premises which were not keen but he had currently 

secured a good location. 

 

 The Mayor thanked the Projects Officer for his report. 

 

208. Report of the Town Clerk 
 

 (1) Christmas Free Parking 

 

       This item was noted. 

 

 (2) Planning Committee Vacancy 

 

       The Mayor requested that any Members interested in the vacancy contact the 

Town Clerk’s Office.  This item was noted. 

 

 (3) Police Presence 

 

       This item was noted. 
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 (4) Trees 

 

       On the proposition of the Chair, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council purchase four trees for planting at Helston Community 

College at a maximum cost of £200 to be funded from the Trees budget. 

 

209. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 461-543 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £34,903.11. 

 

210. Attendance at Meetings  

  

 The Mayor expressed his disappointment that no reports had been received from 

Members for attendance on Outside Bodies and requested that they submit reports for future 

meetings. 

 

211. Items for the next Agenda 

 

 The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office ten days prior to 

the meeting to place items on the following Full Council Agenda. 

 

212.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Potter, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

213. Proceeds of the sale of 3 Penrose Road 

 

 The Town Clerk updated Members on the discussions regarding the proceeds from the 

sale of 3 Penrose Road. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.36pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 
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