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MINUTES OF THE POLICY, FINANCE AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON  

ON TUESDAY 7TH JANUARY 2020 AT 7.00 PM 

 

 

Councillors:  T E Grattan-Kane (in the Chair) 

 

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas 

J Martin (Town Mayor) 

Mrs N Roberts 

 

D J Potter 

R F Edgcumbe 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson – Town Clerk 

 

 

259. Minutes 

  

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th November 2019 be approved and 

signed as a true record. 

 

 Councillor Edgcumbe abstained from the vote as he had not been present at that 

meeting. 

 

 

260. Budget Monitoring Statement 

 

Members considered the Budget Monitoring Statement to 30th November 2019 

(circulated prior to the meeting). 

 

The Town Clerk answered Members’ questions, following which the Budget Monitoring 

Statement was noted. 

 

 

261. Review of Standing Orders 

  

 Members reviewed Standing Orders that contained a draft new section regarding 

recording. The Town Clerk confirmed that he had compared the existing Standing Orders with 

the NALC model Standing Orders and had included a new S/O 36 in relation to Filming & 

Recording Meetings that expanded upon the existing S/O 1.15.  Following the discussion it was 

proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor R J L Boase, and unanimously 

 

RECOMMENDED – that draft Standing Order 36 – Filming and Recording Meetings be 

adopted, as follows:- 

 

S/O 36  FILMING AND RECORDING MEETINGS 

 

36.1 Whilst a meeting of the Council, its committees or sub-committees is open to the 

public, any person, if present, may 

 

i) Film, photograph or make an audio recording of a meeting; 

ii) Use any other means for enabling persons not present to see or hear 

proceedings at a meeting as it takes place or later; 
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iii) Report or comment on the proceedings in writing during or after a meeting or 

orally report or comment after the meeting. 

 

36.2 Oral reporting, commentary or broadcasting is not permitted during any part of 

a meeting of the council, its committees or sub-committees. 

 

36.3 An individual must be present and able to use their equipment in order to film, 

photograph or audio record a meeting. There will be no opportunity to report on 

any part of the meeting where the council has resolved to exclude the press and 

public. 

 

36.4 No filming, photographing or audio recording of a meeting should be carried out 

in such a way as to disrupt the proceedings of the meeting. 

 

36.5 If person(s) disregard the request of the Chair of the meeting to moderate or 

improve their behaviour, any councillor or the Chair may move that the person 

be instructed to cease filming, photographing or audio recording.  The Motion, if 

seconded, shall be put to the vote without discussion. 

 

36.6 If a resolution under Standing Order 36.5 is ignored, the Chair may take further 

reasonable steps to restore order or to progress the meeting.  This may include 

temporarily suspending or closing the meeting. 

 

36.7 Members of the Council recording meetings are reminded of their obligations 

under Data Protection and the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of 

confidential matters. 

 

 Members also discussed Standing Order 1.11 regarding the tradition of standing to speak 

at Full Council meetings.  Following the discussion it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, 

seconded by the Mayor, and  

 

RECOMMENDED – that Standing Order 1.11 be amended to read 

 

1.11   A person shall raise their hand when requesting to speak and at Full Council 

have the choice of standing or remaining seated when speaking. 

 

It was further proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by the Mayor, and 

unanimously  

 

RECOMMENDED – that ‘and email’ be included as a method of serving a summons to attend 

a meeting. 

 

262. Internal Audit by Members 

 

 Councillor Mrs Roberts and Councillor Potter agreed to conduct an audit on Friday    

10th January 2020. 

 

 

263. Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 

1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of business by 

reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
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264. Insurance 

 

 Members considered a report by the Town Clerk that contained quotations for the 

provision of insurance for three financial years commencing 1st April 2020.  On the proposition 

of Councillor Potter, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Council’s general insurance be purchased from Zurich Municipal. 

  

 

265. Staff Report 2019 

 

Members considered a report by the Mayor and Town Clerk, circulated prior to the 

meeting, summarising staff appraisals that took place during December.   

 

 The Town Clerk left the meeting whilst Members considered the Mayor’s report.  On 

the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor R J L Boase, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk receive an increase of two spinal points from 1st April 2020. 

 

 The Town Clerk returned to the meeting and the Chair thanked him for his work over 

the past twelve months. Members then considered the individual officer reports and spoke 

positively about the work that the officers had been doing and the Mayor agreed to write to 

individual members of staff. 

 

 During the discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by the Mayor, 

and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Grounds/General Maintenance Supervisor receive a supervisory 

increase of one spinal point from 1st April 2020.  

 

   

 

   

 

Meeting closed 8.36pm       

 

          

Confirmed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Chair 


