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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 21
ST

 JULY 2016 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: Mrs G A Geer (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas  

J P Radford-Gaby 

J Martin 

Mrs N Roberts 

T E Grattan-Kane 

P E Williams 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Town Centre Regeneration Officer) 

     

103. Prayers 

 

 The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by Reverend Reed.   

 

104. Apologies 
 

 Apologies for non-attendance were received from Councillors Potter and Harrison.   

 

105. Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations 

 

a) Declarations of Interest 
 

 Councillor Martin declared an interest in the Grylls Monument Project Financial 

Statement included with the Agenda. 

 

 Councillor Thomas advised that that he was not declaring an interest in Account 

255 as it was a reimbursement of agreed expenditure for the Youth Engagement event. 

 

b) Requests from Members for Dispensations 
 

 There were no requests for dispensations. 

 

106. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors  

 

 a) Local Cornwall Councillors 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock referred to complaints received regarding cutting 

of grass verges at Pasmore Road and advised that Cornwall Council did not cut a lot of areas.  

She advised that Cornwall Council cut footpaths and only trimmed verges if they provided a 

visibility splay at a junction.  Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that she had received queries 

why areas were cut at Gwealdues and confirmed that the Developers had paid a dowry to 

Cornwall Council at the time the land had been transferred over and Cornwall Council 

therefore had a responsibility to cut the grass.  She advised that there was not a similar 

agreement in place for the Hellis Wartha Estate.  In response to questions Councillor Mrs 

Haycock advised: 

 

 Taking over ownership of the verges was something that could be looked into by 

the residents who would need to determine who currently owned the land; 
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 Cornwall Council could not afford to change its grass cutting policy, if they were 

to cut the estates in Helston they would have to cut the estates for the whole of 

Cornwall; 

 Lots of Authorities were responsible for different areas and cut those areas at 

different times which caused a patchwork effect. 

 

 Councillor R Williams expressed concern with the condition of the open space at 

Beacon Parc advising that the area had not been rectified since the digging of the exploratory 

holes.  Councillor Mrs Haycock confirmed that she would investigate the issue. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that, for Members information, she would request 

the schedule of classes and cutting for Helston. 

 

107. Police Matters 

  

 The Mayor extended a welcome to WPC Butcher who updated Members on crime 

issues in the area. 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase advised that there had been an issue in Cross Street with cars 

parked on the pavement causing pedestrians to go into the road to get past.  WPC Butcher 

advised that, if pedestrians had to move into the road, this was an obstruction and with either 

photographic evidence or a statement, the Police could take further action. 

 

 Councillor Radford-Gaby expressed concern with the speed of some vehicles coming 

up through the town centre and asked if the Police were aware of the issue and what action 

they were taking.  WPC Butcher advised that the Police were aware of the issue and if they 

had the index numbers of the vehicles they could serve a Section 59 Notice for anti-social 

driving.  She confirmed that, if a person witnessed the behaviour and made a statement, this 

would be sufficient to serve a Section 59 Notice.  WPC Butcher advised that they had issued 

notices and had also taken some vehicles off of the road but these were soon replaced by the 

vehicle owners.  Councillor Thomas suggested that a CCTV camera outside of the Police 

Station could be beneficial and asked if WPC Butcher thought this would be of value.  WPC 

Butcher advised that it was something worth considering but the legal implications would 

need to be investigated. 

 

108. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors and  

 the Community Link Officer (Cont.) 

 

 a) Local Cornwall Councillors 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Martin apologised that the fly-tip adjacent to the Sithney 

Common Hill layby had not been resolved in time for the judging of the Helston in Bloom 

entry advising that he had spoken to the Town Clerk regarding the issue.  Councillor Martin 

confirmed that he thought action could still be taken to get the area cleared and hoped it did 

not cause too much of a problem for the judging.  He then advised in respect of the grass 

cutting that it was possible to form a group of volunteers to do extra cuts.  Councillor Martin 

then advised that the Police Inspector was attending the next Community Network Meeting. 

 

 Councillor Thomas congratulated Cornwall Council on the Ofsted report for the 

Children and Family Services Department expressing the opinion that it was good to have a 

success and be recognised for it. 

 

 Councillor Thomas advised that, together with the Deputy Mayor and Councillor        

P Williams, he had attended one of the Cornwall Council Governance Review meetings and 

asked the Cornwall Councillors if they had an opinion on the three options.  Cornwall 
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Councillor Martin advised that, whilst he had views, he did not feel it was the appropriate 

time to express his opinion.  Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that the ‘Strong Leader’ system 

was similar to the ‘Elected Mayor’ system with the only difference being that the Mayor was 

elected by the electorate whilst the Leader was elected by the Council.  Councillor Mrs 

Haycock advised that she was on the Electoral Review Panel which was reviewing the 

number of Councillors required and expressed the opinion that this needed to be determined 

before deciding on a system of governance.  The Mayor expressed the opinion that more 

information was required before a decision could be made.  Councillor Thomas advised that 

there was only a short time to submit a response to the Governance Review.  He further 

advised that another difference between the ‘Elected Mayor’ system and the ‘Strong Leader’ 

system was that once elected the Mayor could not be replaced before the next election. 

 

 The Mayor advised that apologies had been received from Cornwall Councillor 

Wallis. 

 

 b) Community Link Officer 

 

 A report from the Community Link Officer had been circulated prior to the meeting. 

 

109. Public Participation 
  

 A representative from the Helston in Bloom Group queried how maintenance contracts 

were awarded and monitored for open spaces.  The Town Clerk confirmed that the open 

spaces and play areas maintained by Helston Town Council were put out for tender every 

three years.  He advised that the work required was itemised and he monitored contract 

compliance.  The Town Clerk confirmed that he was unable to comment on contracts for 

areas maintained by Cornwall Council and agreed to provide a list of the areas maintained by 

Helston Town Council.  The representative of the Helston in Bloom Group advised that they 

were planning their activities for the following year and asked Cornwall Councillor Martin if 

Cornwall Council knew who owned the land adjacent to the Sithney Common Hill Lay-by 

and whether Cornwall Council would repair the wall.  Cornwall Councillor Martin advised 

that Cornwall Council was still investigating ownership of the land and was unable to repair 

the wall but was investigating the installation of a fence.  Councillor Thomas commended the 

work of the Helston in Bloom Group and expressed the opinion that the wall along the 

Sithney Common Hill lay-by was a health and safety issue due to the difference in adjacent 

land levels.  The Mayor advised that she had accompanied the Helston in Bloom Group 

during the judging and thanked all those involved for their hard work.  The representative of 

the Helston in Bloom Group advised that the ‘in bloom’ idea was about community not just 

the committee, volunteers and businesses but also the Council as part of the community and 

she thanked the councillors for their encouragement, support and help.  On the proposition of 

Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Radford-Gaby, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that a vote of thanks be recorded for the Helston in Bloom Group. 

 

 Reverend Reed thanked those that had attended the Civic Service particularly 

expressing his thanks for their generosity advising that the collection had raised £482.08.  Due 

to the amount collected he requested permission to also include the Guildhall toilets as part of 

the twinned toilets fundraising scheme. Reverend Reed then enquired whether the Police were 

aware of problems with anti-social behaviour near the Methodist Church.  WPC Butcher 

advised that she had been working with Councillor Upton previously to have a gate reinstalled 

in the alley at the side of the Methodist Church and requested support from one of the Town 

Councillors to continue to resolve this matter.  Reverend Reed advised that the alley was not 

owned by the Church or the Epworth Hall but by the National Trust and one property owner 

was now driving down the lane which was not intended for vehicle access.  Councillor 

Grattan-Kane volunteered to assist with the issue of reinstating the gate.  Reverend Reed then 

informed Members that the Chapel was in the process of renovating rooms in the basement 
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for a youth centre and advised that he would like to speak to Councillor Thomas regarding the 

possibility of working with the Youth Café. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Haycock spoke as a member of the public advising that the South 

Kerrier Heritage Trust at the museum had taken over the running of the ‘VisitHelston’ 

website and Facebook page but had been experiencing issues as their internet connection was 

down.  She then thanked the Town Council for allowing the use of its internet connection 

during this time. 

 

110. Minutes  
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 16
th

 June 2016 be 

approved and signed as a true record.   

 

 Councillor Thomas requested that his abstention from the vote be recorded as he 

had not been present at the meeting. 

 

111. Matters Arising from the Minutes 

 

 Councillor Thomas thanked the Mayor for her support of the Youth Engagement 

Event and the Councillors and staff for their assistance. 

 

 The Mayor advised that the Jobcentre Plus had received criticism at the previous 

meeting for problems with their rubbish but they had resolved the issue and she expressed her 

pleasure that the problem had been rectified. 

 

112. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 16
th

 June 

and 7
th

 July 2016, be received. 

 

113. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Radford-Gaby, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Special Amenities Committee meeting held on the     

7
th

 July 2016, be received. 

 

114. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 
 

 The Town Clerk advised that the Minutes included a recommendation that Financial 

Regulations Section 11 be amended as set out and briefly explained the amendments. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held 

on the 12
th

 July 2016, be received and the recommendation approved. 
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115. Announcements  
 

 The Mayor thanked the Community Education Officer for arranging the Grylls 

Monument Pageant and expressed the hope that people understood more about Mr Grylls after 

the event. 

 

 The Mayor advised that the Chair of the Helston Friendship Club had approached her 

to advise that she was retiring from the post of Chair and was seeking persons who would be 

interested in taking over the role. 

 

 The Mayor informed Members that she had received a message from the Plougasnou 

Twinning guests advising that they had enjoyed their time in Helston.  The Mayor thanked the 

Councillors for their support and those who acted as hosts. 

 

 The Mayor then advised that the WWI Heritage Group was unveiling the bench, 

talking post and interpretation board on 4
th

 August 2016 advising that a lot of people, 

particularly Mrs M Knight, had worked hard on the project and she hoped that as many people 

as possible could attend. 

 

 The Mayor confirmed that, as could be seen from the schedule of accounts for 

payment, unblocking the public conveniences, particularly the Monument Public 

Conveniences, was costing the council a considerable amount of money and advised this was 

one of the reasons new toilets were being built near the Monument which would resolve the 

issue. 

 

 The Town Clerk advised that the Amenities Committee meeting scheduled for the 

following week had been cancelled due to the number of apologies received which made the 

meeting inquorate.  The Town Clerk suggested that the meeting be re-scheduled a week later 

immediately after the Planning Committee meeting on 4
th

 August 2016. 

 

 The Town Clerk further advised that he was holding a training session for new 

Councillors on Thursday 11
th

 August and that all Councillors were welcome to attend. 

  

116. Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer 

 

 Members considered the report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer (circulated 

prior to the meeting).  The Town Centre Regeneration Officer advised that the Monument 

toilets would be closed on the evening of 4
th

 August 2016 and confirmed that he would post 

notices at the toilets to warn users. 

 

 A detailed debate ensued regarding Traffic Regulation Orders during which Standing 

Order 1.14 was suspended to allow Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock to outline her 

experiences.  At the conclusion of the debate it was proposed by Councillor Radford-Gaby, 

seconded by Councillor Thomas, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that: 

  

i) initially the status quo regime (single yellow line) should be reinstated and that 

parking in front of the Monument should be monitored following completion of 

the scheme;  

 

ii) the £5,000 sum included in the tender price should be ‘ring fenced’ to cover the 

cost of a Traffic Regulation Order should double yellow lines be required; and 
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iii) the Council should form a group to consider other roads in the town where 

yellow-lining might be necessary that could be covered by the same Traffic 

Regulation Order to achieve better value-for-money and the group report back to 

Full Council in September. 

 

 Councillors R J L Boase, Mrs Boase, Thomas, Martin and Grattan-Kane expressed an 

interest in joining the Traffic Regulation Order Working Party. 

 

 It was then proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Martin, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the provisional sum of £5,000 included in the tender price for the slate 

timeline be ring-fenced for commissioning slate carvings. 

 

 Councillor R Williams requested that his vote against the Motion be recorded. 

 

 The Town Centre Regeneration Officer advised that the street name signs were in 

place for Upton Ope and suggested a naming ceremony be organised in the near future.  It 

was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council organise an opening for Upton Ope. 

 

117. Litter Issues 

 

 The Mayor advised that, at the recent Youth Engagement Event, litter in the town and 

the condition of the bins had been the winning debate topic chosen by the young people.  She 

suggested that to involve young people with resolving the problem, the schools be invited to 

enter a competition held in the new school year commencing in September for different age 

groups to create posters in respect of Helston and the litter issues.   

 

 Councillor Martin volunteered to be involved in briefing the schools on the 

competition.  Councillor Thomas advised that all four schools would need to be contacted 

giving clear instructions and suggested that a prize be awarded to the winners of the 

competition.  Councillor Thomas advised that the competition could be organised by the 

Youth Engagement Working Party but felt that it would be better as a project of the Mayor. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the schools be invited to enter a competition held in the new school year 

commencing in September for different age groups to create posters in respect of Helston and 

the litter issues. 

 

118. Management of Coronation Park 
 

 The Mayor advised that whilst everyone was aware that Helston Town Council did not 

own Coronation Park, she expressed the opinion that Helston needed to get together on the 

issue of the management of the area.  She advised that Cornwall Council had outlined the 

tender details and the South Kerrier Alliance had put together an excellent package for the 

management of Coronation Park.  The Mayor confirmed that the South Kerrier Alliance was 

seeking the Town Council’s support and interest in their proposal.  Following a brief debate it 

was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor R Williams, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council supported the South Kerrier Alliance pursuing the 

tender for the lease and management of Coronation Park. 
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119. Furry Youth Cafe 

 

 Councillor Thomas updated Members on the Furry Youth Café to advise that the café 

situated above Warrens had last been in use in April 2015 and he was the Town Council’s 

representative as one of four corporate directors.  He advised that the Furry Youth Café was 

due to re-open in the second week of September with an official contract with the Penwith 

Community Development Trust who would be responsible for training and employing 

qualified staff.  Councillor Thomas advised that he would be pleased to speak with Reverend 

Reed regarding the Methodist Church and the Furry Youth Café working together. 

 

120. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 
 

 Councillor Radford-Gaby queried the amount that was paid as rates for the public 

conveniences.  Councillor Thomas expressed the opinion that the public should be made 

aware how much the public conveniences cost. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 206-263 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £47,073.00. 

 

121. Attendance at Meetings  

  

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the written reports submitted by Councillors Thomas and the Town Clerk 

be received. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.10pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 


