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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 17
TH

 NOVEMBER 2016 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: Mrs G A Geer (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas  

J P Radford-Gaby 

J Martin 

A R Harrison 

D J Potter 

T E Grattan-Kane 

P E Williams 

 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Town Centre Regeneration Officer) 

 

     

248. Prayers 

  

 The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by Reverend Reed.   

     

249. Apologies 
  

 An apology for non-attendance was received from Councillor Mrs Roberts.   

 

250. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors and  

 the Community Link Officer 

 

 a) Local Cornwall Councillors 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock updated Members on her activities and made 

particular mention to the following points: 

 

 She had received only one complaint regarding the Masked Ball after the event and 

when the complainant had been contacted by Cornwall Council they were happy 

with the proposal to resolve the issue for the following year. 

 She sat on the Electoral Review Panel which was discussing the changes to the 

number of Cornwall Councillors advising that Cornwall Council had submitted a 

proposal but the Electoral Commission were not happy with the figure.  She 

advised that if the figure was reduced to 85 Councillors there would be less 

available for community engagement. 

 She advised she was a Cornwall Council representative on Tempus Leisure and 

confirmed that they had been unsuccessful in obtaining the leisure centre tender. 

 Two cars had been removed from Cross Street thanks to the help of Cornwall 

Council. 

 Cornwall Council were considering actions to provide a healthy habitat for bees and 

advised that whilst people complained about verges not being cut this assisted the 

bees. 

 She had attended the Cornwall Council Planning meeting when the proposal to 

develop the former Quarry car park was approved and advised that the Applicant 

hoped to begin work in the new year. 
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 Councillor Thomas advised that he had been contacted by a member of the public who 

was concerned that the appearance of some of the attendees of the Masked Ball who were 

walking though the town in costume the following day could upset the public.  Councillor 

Thomas further advised in respect of the former Quarry car park development that he was 

pleased to see more housing and hoped that Helston Town Council would be involved in the 

discussion regarding materials.  He thanked Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock for her 

support at the Planning Meeting and asked if she could ensure that Helston Town Council was 

involved in the consultation.  Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that concern was raised 

regarding the roof of the proposed building but this had not been sufficient reason to 

recommend refusal even though the site was close to the Conservation Area. 

 

 Councillor J Martin advised that wildflower planting of verges had been successful in 

some areas with two cuts per year and both the residents and the bees had appreciated the 

wildflowers. 

 

 Councillor Potter advised that the current on-street parking questionnaire was specific 

to the towns involved but he was concerned that the proposal would set a precedent for other 

towns.  He queried if the Town Council should comment on the proposals.  Councillor Mrs 

Haycock advised that anyone could comment on the questionnaire and expressed the opinion 

that Helston would be consulted if there were plans to introduce on-street parking in the town.  

Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that any further on-street parking proposals would be based 

on data from the current proposals. 

 

 The Mayor advised that there was a van in the Penrose Car Park which had been there 

for two years and asked Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock if Cornwall Council could take 

action to remove the vehicle. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that he had been out of commission for a while 

but was back now.  In respect of the Masked Ball he advised that the people affected needed 

to make representation to Cornwall Council Licensing as restrictions could be placed on the 

event to resolve the issues.  Councillor Martin commended the Mayor on her effort for 

Remembrance Day and expressed the opinion that it had been well attended.   

 

 The Mayor advised that she had been contacted by a member of the public regarding 

the fly-tip by the Sithney Common Hill Lay-by and requested an update.  Cornwall Councillor 

Martin advised that he was working on the issue but fresh rubbish continued to be left in the 

area.  He suggested that a meeting with Mr B Dickinson, Highways & Environment Manager, 

may be beneficial.  The Town Clerk advised that the member of the public seemed to be 

under the impression that the Town Council knew the name of the landowner which was not 

the case and asked if Cornwall Council knew who owned the land.  Cornwall Councillor 

Martin advised that he did not believe the landowner was known. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that the parking area off of Penview Crescent was 

in a poor condition and asked if the Town Council could take action regarding the issue. 

 

251. Minutes  
  

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 20
th

 October 2016 

be approved and signed as a true record. 

 

 The Mayor abstained from the vote as she had not been present at the meeting. 
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252. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
  

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 20
th

 October 

and 3
rd

 November 2016, be received. 

 

253. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 
  

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held 

on the 8
th

 November 2016, be received. 

 

254. Announcements  
  

 The Mayor thanked those who went to the new Monument Walk handover the 

previous Thursday expressing the opinion that the area looked lovely and was just like the 

original artist’s impression.  She advised that she was impressed with the finish and confirmed 

that the Town Council had used the Section 106 public realm funding which had to be used 

for a project in the middle of the town.  The Mayor further advised that the official opening 

would be held on 16
th

 December at 11am. 

 

 The Mayor expressed the opinion that the events on 11
th

 November and Remembrance 

Sunday were well supported by the town and thanked those who had attended.  She also 

expressed her thanks on behalf of the Town Council to the gentlemen who were putting up the 

Christmas lights in the town.  The Mayor then thanked Councillor Radford-Gaby for all the 

work he had done for the town during his time as Town Councillor. 

 

255. Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer (TCRO) 

  

 Members considered the report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer (circulated 

prior to the meeting).  The TCRO advised that he was still awaiting the final costings for the 

public realm project but had received sufficient information to allow discussion of the Castle 

Green landscape scheme as a confidential item later in the meeting. 

 

 The Mayor thanked the TCRO for his report. 

 

256. Tour of Britain Cycle Race 

  

 Councillor Potter advised that he had sent an email to every parish council in Cornwall 

to outline the benefits that hosting a stage of the cycle race would bring and requesting their 

support prior to approaching Cornwall Council with a business case.  He further advised that 

the financial benefits to the local economy were not always taken into account by Cornwall 

Council when considering the outlay. 

 

 Councillor Grattan-Kane added that, whilst the race might pass through the town in a 

matter of minutes, a whole day of cycling-related events could be organised.  The Mayor 

suggested arranging an annual cycling festival in Helston from 2017. 
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 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Harrison, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Helston Town Council supported the Tour of Britain cycling race coming 

to Cornwall and passing through Helston. 

 

257. Helston Community Forum 

  

 Councillor Potter advised that the Helston Community Forum had gone live earlier 

that day and encouraged Members to sign up. 

 

 Councillor R Williams thanked Councillor Potter for introducing the Forum stating 

that it opened up a new avenue of communication to those that were unable to attend meetings 

in person. 

 

258. Report of the Town Clerk 

 (1) Casual Vacancy – North Ward 
        

 Following a brief debate and on the proposition of Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded 

by Councillor Thomas, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council co-opt a new Member to the North Ward. 

 

(2) On-Street Pay & Display Parking 

        

 The Town Clerk informed Members that Cornwall Council was consulting on the 

proposed introduction of on-street parking charges in four towns.  Whilst Helston would not 

be affected by the decision initially, if charging was introduced Helston would almost 

certainly be included in the future. 

 

 During the discussion Members made the following points:- 

 

 Disappointed Cornwall Council was considering on-street parking to raise 

revenue; 

 Parking should not be used to raise revenue at all; 

 With Supermarkets offering free parking there was a need to encourage people 

into the town centre not drive them out; 

 During a prolonged period when Helston’s car park meters were out of action 

some businesses reported a noticeable upturn in takings. 

   

  At the conclusion of the debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by 

Councillor Grattan-Kane, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk respond to the consultation to express the Council’s 

objections to the principle of charging for on-street parking. 

 

 (3) Helston Museum 
        

 On the proposition of Councillor Radford-Gaby, seconded by Councillor Harrison, it 

was  

 

RESOLVED – that the £1,000 Museum budget be paid over to the South Kerrier Heritage 

Trust. 
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259. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 
  

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 435-477 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £124,061.42. 

 

 (Councillor Thomas declared an interest in Account No. 477 and abstained from the 

vote). 

 

260. Attendance at Meetings   

  

 Reports regarding the Furry Café and CCTV were noted. 

 

261. Items for the next Agenda 

  

 The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office to place items on 

the following Full Council Agenda. 

 

262.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

  

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Radford-Gaby, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

263. Confidential Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer 

 (1) Castle Green landscape scheme 
        

 Members considered a report by the TCRO (circulated prior to the meeting) regarding 

the landscaping scheme at the bottom of Castle Hill steps.  The TCRO and Town Clerk 

answered Members’ questions following which it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, 

seconded by Councillor Radford-Gaby, and 

 

RESOLVED – that: 

 

a) the Council agrees, in principle, to enter into a labour only contract with 

Kernoweth Homes Ltd based on the revised drawing and specification for a sum 

not exceeding that contained in the Cormac contract; and 

 

b) the Council delegates authority to the Mayor and Chair of the Public Realm 

Project Board to agree the final scope of the works, contract sum and other terms 

of the contract based on advice from the Town Clerk, Town Centre Regeneration 

Officer and the Contract Administrator (MeiLoci). 

 

 

 The Town Centre Regeneration Officer left the meeting at 8.58pm  
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264. Helston Library & One Stop Shop 

  

 Consideration was given to a report by the Town Clerk (previously circulated) 

regarding the future of the Helston Library and One Stop Shop.  Following the debate it was 

proposed by Councillor Radford-Gaby, seconded by Councillor P E Williams, and 

unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council withdraw its interest in Isaac House. 

 

265. Confidential Staffing Report 

  

 Members considered a staffing report by the Town Clerk (circulated prior to the 

meeting). 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that  

 

a) the Town Centre Regeneration Officer’s Contract of Employment be extended to    

31
st
 March 2019 funded from the Precept: and 

 

b) The Town Centre Regeneration Officer’s 2016/17 salary be funded from the S106 

Town Centre Management balance. 
 

Councillor R Williams requested that his vote against the Motion be recorded. 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.07pm  

 

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 


