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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 15
TH 

DECEMBER 2016 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: Mrs G A Geer (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas  

J Martin 

Mrs N Roberts 

A R Harrison 

D J Potter 

T E Grattan-Kane 

P E Williams 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Town Centre Regeneration Officer) 

     

289. Prayers 

 

 The Meeting opened with Prayers offered by Reverend Reed.   

     

290. Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations 

 

a) Declarations of Interest 
 

        Councillor Thomas advised that his travel expenses were included on the 

Schedule of Accounts for Payment and confirmed that he would not take part in the vote. 

 

b) Requests from Members for Dispensations 
 

 There were no requests for Dispensations. 

 

291. Police Matters 

  

 The Town Clerk informed Members that WPC Butcher had submitted apologies on 

behalf of Devon & Cornwall Constabulary then advised that she planned to arrange a meeting 

with Cornwall Council Licensing and the taxi operators to make clear what parking in 

Coinagehall Street would be acceptable.   

 

292. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that the mixed plastic recycling scheme 

would be rolled out in stages across the county.  She further advised that rubbish and 

recycling collections in Helston would not be affected by the Christmas break and confirmed 

that Christmas trees would be collected on relevant collection days in January.  Councillor 

Mrs Haycock suggested that the Town Council’s website include a link to Cornwall Council’s 

refuse and recycling website page.  Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that she had commented 

on Cornwall Council’s consultation for the proposed 2017 Off-Street Parking Orders to 

express her disappointment at the proposal for an evening charge.  She expressed the opinion 

that only a few cars parked in the car parks in Helston in the evening and the charge would 

encourage them to park elsewhere when Cornwall Council should be promoting the use of 

season tickets. 

 

 Councillor Thomas queried whether it would be possible to arrange a visit to the 

recycling centre to see the recycling process in action.  Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock 

believed this would be possible but suggested that if the idea was delayed a couple of months 

it would also be possible to view the new incinerator. 
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 The Town Clerk confirmed that apologies had been received from Cornwall 

Councillor Wallis who advised that he had written to Cornwall Council regarding the 

proposed 2017 Off-Street Parking Order to object to the proposed evening parking charge.  

The Town Clerk advised that Councillor Wallis had confirmed he would do all he could to 

prevent the charges being imposed. 

 

293. Public Participation 
  

 A member of the public wished those present a Merry Christmas and a happy and 

prosperous new year.  He then expressed concerns with parking issues, in particular residents 

parking schemes. 

 

 The Town Clerk read an e-mail from a member of the public who expressed the 

opinion that the Town Centre Regeneration Officer had done a tremendous job in delivering 

the public realm project.  She also expressed the opinion that, despite some criticism, Helston 

Town Council and its staff had managed the spending of the Section 106 money well and had 

worked hard delivering the Monument project.  She then congratulated the Town Council on 

its achievements. 

 

294. Minutes 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the                            

17
th 

November 2016 be approved and signed as a true record.   

 

295. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the                

17
th

 November and 1
st
 December 2016, be received. 

 

296. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on the                

24
th

 November 2016, be received. 

 

297. Announcements  
 

 The Mayor advised that it had been a pleasure to attend the Carol Service at              

St. Michael’s Church and then referred to the name error on the Monument Interpretation 

Board expressing the opinion that it was unfortunate but everyone made mistakes.  The Mayor 

then advised that a lot of events had been taking place in the town and expressed the opinion 

that Helston was a very vibrant town. 
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 The Town Clerk advised that Helston Town Council had been awarded Quality Gold 

Status under the Local Council Award Scheme.  He read a message from the County 

Executive Officer for CALC in which she advised that the Council’s application was highly 

commended and Helston Town Council was the first council in Cornwall to reach the highest 

level of national accreditation.  She advised that the Panel had recognised the work 

undertaken by the Clerk and Officers in supporting the Council’s website and the detailed 

content of the application.  The Town Clerk then reminded Members of the requirements for 

the Quality Gold Award.  The Mayor congratulated the Town Clerk on the achievement. 

 

298. 2017/18 Budget 

 

 The Council considered a report by the Town Clerk (circulated prior to the meeting) 

together with the final draft budget for the Financial Year ending 31
st
 March 2018.  The Town 

Clerk confirmed that every year Full Council had to agree the budget and the Precept request 

for the following financial year.  He further advised that the Policy, Finance and Resources 

Committee had scrutinised the budget in great detail, made some amendments and was 

recommending the budget to Full Council.   

 

 Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by 

Councillor Grattan-Kane, and 

 

RESOLVED – that:  

 

a) the draft budget be approved; and 

 

b) the Precept for 2017/18 be set at £352,740. 

 

 It was further proposed by Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Thomas, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the approval of the 2017/18 Schedule of Fees and Charges be deferred to 

the February Full Council meeting following the consideration of the hire charging structure 

by the Amenities Committee in January. 

 

299. Defibrillators 
 

 Councillor Grattan-Kane outlined his involvement with the defibrillator scheme and 

explained why defibrillators were a vital part of first aid.  He then outlined how Helston Town 

Council could assist with the purchase of defibrillators using grant funding to create a 

network across Helston.  The Town Clerk confirmed that Helston Town Council would own, 

maintain and insure the defibrillators, advising that there would only be a slight cost for 

insurance and ongoing maintenance.  Following a detailed debate it was proposed by 

Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor Thomas, and 

 

RESOLVED – that Helston Town Council provide further defibrillators and seek sponsorship 

and/ or donations to fund them. 

 

300. Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer (TCRO) 

 

 Members considered the report of the TCRO (circulated prior to the meeting).  

Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by 

Councillor Martin, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council approves the use of the provisional sum totalling 

£5,000 currently ring-fenced for a slate carving to contribute towards the costs incurred in the 

design, fabrication and installation of a new Monument Walk shelter. 
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 It was further proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Council approved the Parc Signs quotation of £254.68 net of VAT to 

replace the interpretation panel, to be funded from the balance of the Grylls Monument 

Restoration budget. 

 

301. Report of the Town Clerk 

 (1) Casual Vacancy – North Ward 

 

       This item was noted. 

 

 (2) Salt Bins 
 

       This item was noted. 

 

 (3) Parliamentary Constituency 
 

       On the proposition of Councillor Harrison, seconded by Councillor P E Williams, 

it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council was in favour of changing the name of the 

parliamentary constituency to the West Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly constituency. 

 

 (4) Land between Meneage Street and Penview Crescent 
 

       The Town Clerk advised that the Council had been asked by Cornwall Councillor 

Martin to investigate this issue at the previous meeting and he had visited the site to view the 

problems.  The Town Clerk advised that the main issue was a bowl of used engine oil which 

he had reported to Cornwall Council.  The Town Clerk then read an e-mail from the 

Community Protection Enforcement Officer at Cornwall Council who had advised that, as it 

was private land, the liability for the clean-up was with the land owner.  The Community 

Protection Enforcement Officer further advised that the issue did not have a sufficient 

detrimental effect on the quality of life of those in the locality so they were not able to issue a 

Community Protection Notice to force the landowner to take action.  The Town Clerk asked 

Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock if she could investigate the matter.  Cornwall Councillor 

Mrs Haycock advised that the problem was that it was private land. 

 

 (5) Public Realm Scheme - Granite 

 

       Members considered correspondence from a member of the public and the 

Council’s Landscape Architect regarding the granite bollards at the Monument (circulated 

prior to the meeting).  The Town Clerk read an e-mail from a further member of the public 

who felt the appearance of the granite posts was acceptable with the two tone appearance 

matching the paving and also complimenting the appearance of the gravelled area.  The Town 

Clerk advised that this member of the public was of the opinion that the granite posts should 

not be changed.  A detailed debate ensued at the conclusion of which it was proposed by 

Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor R Williams, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk and Town Centre Regeneration Officer investigate the 

issue to determine if remedial action could be carried out to resolve the issue to everyone’s 

satisfaction. 
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 (6) Community Flower Festival 
 

      It was proposed by Councillor R Williams, seconded by Councillor R J L Boase, 

and 

 

RESOLVED – that Helston Town Council take part in the Community Flower Festival at the 

Helston Central Methodist Church from 7
th

 to 10
th

 July 2017. 

 

 (7) Dogs on Beaches 
 

       Following a brief debate it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor 

Thomas, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Helston Town Council were of the opinion that the restrictions in respect 

of dogs on beaches should remain the same as existing. 

 

 (8) Recycling Scheme 

 

      This item was noted. 

 

 (9) 2017 Off-Street Parking Orders 
 

      Members considered the Cornwall Council consultation on the proposed 2017    

Off-Street Parking Orders (circulated prior to the meeting) and a detailed debate ensued.  At 

the conclusion of the debate it was proposed by Councillor Thomas, seconded by Councillor 

Mrs Boase, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk write a letter to request: 

 

a) that the car parking prices be frozen at the current tariff; and 

 

b) initiate discussion on the devolution of the Cornwall Council Car Parks in Helston. 

 

 

302. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Harrison, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 478-538 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £189,672.06. 

 

 Councillors R J L Boase, Mrs Boase and Thomas requested that their abstention 

from the vote be recorded. 

 

303. Attendance at Meetings  

  

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the written report submitted by Councillor Thomas be received. 
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304. Items for the next Agenda 

 

 The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office to place items on 

the following Full Council Agenda. 

 

305.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

306. Confidential Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer 
 

 (1) Monument Walk 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Harrison, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that: 

 

a) the Council approved the MeiLoci quotation of £1,500 net of VAT for designing and 

project managing the proposed Monument Walk shelter to be funded from the 

provisional sum totalling £5,000 previously ring-fenced for slate carvings; and 

 

b) the design work should be commensurate with a target budget of £25,000 net of VAT 

to cover design, fabrication, installation and any other fees as necessary. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.07pm  

 

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

 

        Town Mayor 


