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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON 

ON THURSDAY 16
TH

 APRIL 2015 AT 7.15 PM 

 

 

Councillors: M H Thomas (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams  

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

Miss J A Hornsby 

J Martin 

M Knight 

A R Harrison 

 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Assistant to the Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Town Centre Regeneration Officer) 

     

573. Apologies 
 

 Apologies for non-attendance were received from Councillors Radford-Gaby, Upton, 

Mrs Geer and Mrs Roberts.   

 

574. Presentation of Freeman badges 

 

 The Mayor presented Freeman Mrs Simmonds, Freeman Mrs Edwards and Freeman 

Matthews with badges in recognition of their position as Freemen. 

 

575. Appointment of Sergeants-At-Mace 
 

 Mr Nigel King, having been appointed by the Mayor as Sergeant-at-Mace for the 

remainder of the civic year, was duly sworn to Office by the Town Clerk. 

 

576. Police Matters 

 

 The Mayor extended a welcome to WPC Butcher who presented a detailed report 

which included recent crime figures and those for the corresponding period from the year 

previous.   

 

577. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors and  

 the Community Network Manager 

 

 a) Local Cornwall Councillors 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that she had made enquiries regarding car 

parking for voting at the General Election as the Library was being used as a Polling Station 

and confirmed that 15 minutes of free parking were being allowed. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Haycock further advised that Sithney Common Hill would be fully 

open for Flora Day but would again be partially closed after the event for up to four months 

whilst the work was being carried out.  She further advised that she had requested an 

additional wheelie bin for Flora Day on the Porthleven Road and confirmed that Cornwall 

Council’s contractor would be carrying out a final collection of greenery at 8.30am on 9
th

 

May 2015 with premises owners being responsible for the disposal of any greenery removed 

after that time.  Councillor Mrs Haycock then gave details of the Library and One Stop Shop 

consultations. 
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 Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that the issue regarding Sithney Common Hill 

was on-going and temporary measures were being put in place to allow both carriageways to 

be open for Flora Day.  He further advised that he had arranged for signs to be placed at the 

traffic lights with contact details in the event of traffic light failure.  Councillor Martin 

advised that the work needed to be carried out and would take time.  He advised that the 

design work had been completed and workmen would be onsite for four months.  Councillor 

Martin confirmed that he had timed the wait at the worst point over Easter to be 5 minutes 

which he felt was not unreasonable.  Councillor Martin then referred to his involvement with 

licensing and confirmed that he believed the J D Wetherspoon licence had been granted. 

 

 Councillor Williams expressed the opinion that the traffic flow was mainly entering 

the town in the morning and leaving Helston in the evening and suggested that, if the traffic 

lights were manually operated for these short periods, it would alleviate most of the problems.  

Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that the cost to manually operate the traffic lights would 

be astronomical and advised that a small amount of inconvenience would need to be accepted 

whilst the work was carried out. 

 

 The Town Clerk advised that Cornwall Councillor Wallis had given his apologies. 

 

 b) Community Network Manager 

 

 The Mayor confirmed that there was no report from the Community Network 

Manager. 

 

578. Public Participation 
 

 Captain Orchard from RNAS Culdrose confirmed that it was possible to sequence 

traffic lights based on the time of day and then stated that he was attending the meeting 

following the article on the Freedom Parade in the local Press.  He advised that he wanted to 

make Members aware that the proposal to make Freedom Parade a biannual event was not fait 

accompli.  Captain Orchard informed Members that he had not worked on a base where the 

link with the town was so great and the proposal to move from an annual event to a two year 

event had been made for several reasons.  He advised that the Navy had reduced in size since 

he had joined whilst commitments and civic events had increased and he was aware that there 

were years when the Freedom Parade had a large turn out and years when it was less.  Captain 

Orchard informed the Council that he would welcome the opportunity of holding the Freedom 

Parade once every two years possibly linking the event with Mayor Choosing to enhance the 

significance of the event.  He further advised that he was not aware of another town in the 

United Kingdom which marked the Freedom yearly and gave the example of Yeovilton who 

held their Freedom Parade every five years. 

 

 Councillor Knight advised that all were mindful of the fact that the armed forces were 

under pressure and confirmed that the Town was immensely proud of the link which had been 

marked annually since the Freedom of the Town had been bestowed. 

 

 Councillor Williams expressed the opinion that the history of the site, the personnel 

and their families meant so much to so many people and he did not believe the reduction in 

the frequency of Freedom Parade should be considered.  He advised that Helston was built 

around the Air Station and was proud to have the link no matter how many people were able 

to attend the parade.   

 

 Councillor Miss Hornsby advised that she agreed with what had been said but felt 

traditions should only remain whilst they applied and was aware of the needs of the personnel 

at RNAS Culdrose.  She advised that she would support a change to a two yearly event and  
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expressed the opinion that, whilst RNAS Culdrose supported the town, Helston needed to 

support the Base.  Councillor Harrison concurred with Councillor Miss Hornsby’s comments. 

 

 Captain Orchard advised that he was aware that it was an emotive issue and confirmed 

there was no need for further discussions as RNAS Culdrose would maintain Freedom Parade 

as an annual event. 

 

 A member of the public congratulated Mr King on his appointment as Macebearer and 

the three Freemen who had been awarded badges.  The member of the public then advised 

that he had seen many air shows and Freedom marches carried out by RNAS Culdrose and 

expressed the opinion that people in Helston appreciated the connection and the personnel 

brought prosperity to the town.  The member of the public advised that it was good to see the 

kennels being cleaned and repaired. 

 

579. Minutes  
 

 The Town Clerk advised that in Min. No. 536/ 2014 ‘Stike’ should be spelt ‘Strike’. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Knight, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on the 19
th

 March 2015 be 

approved subject to the above amendment and signed as a true record.   

 

 Councillor Miss Hornsby abstained from the vote as she had not been present. 

 

580. Matters Arising from the Minutes 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase advised that he had been given information by British 

Telecom that superfast broadband was not available at the Guildhall.  However, he had since 

discovered that this was incorrect and the Town Clerk and his Office would investigate. 

 

581. Minutes of the Planning Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on the 19
th

 March 

and 1
st
 April 2015, be received. 

 

582. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on the 26
th

 March 

2015, be received. 

 

583. Announcements  
 

 The Mayor informed Members that he had attended the Active Plus presentation, a 

Civic Calls event at Cornwall Council with NATO Mine Hunters, and the Excellence Awards 

at the Penryn Campus of Exeter University and would be attending Sunset Boulevard at the 

weekend.  The Mayor advised that at the Town meeting he had announced Leanna Williams 

was the recipient of the Young Citizen of the Year award and Derek Wear was the recipient of  
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the Helston Citizen of the Year award.  The Mayor then advised that the Council would be 

making three Freeman - Mrs Margaret Fitter, Mr Ivan Perry and Mr Robert Williams, at a 

ceremony to be held at the end of July. 

 

 The Mayor further advised that there were Helston Town Council badges available for 

Town Councillors with the profits going to the Mayor’s Welfare Fund. 

 

584. Helston WWI Heritage Project 

 

 Councillor Knight confirmed that it would assist the Helston WWI Heritage Project 

Group, in their preparation of a Heritage Funding Bid, to know if the Council agreed in 

principle to give permission for a WWI interpretation board to be fixed to the end wall (West 

facing) of the Trengrouse Way public toilets at no cost to the Town Council.  On the 

proposition of Councillor Knight, seconded by the Mayor, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Council agreed, in principle, permission for Helston WWI Heritage 

Project to use the end wall (West facing) of Trengrouse Way public toilets for affixing of 

WWI interpretation board at no cost to the Town Council. 

 

585. Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer 

 

 The Town Centre Regeneration Officer updated Members on the Public Realm 

Framework and Traffic & Urban Realm Study and advised that the Mayor had agreed to call a 

Special Full Council meeting on 30
th

 April 2015.   

 

 The Town Centre Regeneration Officer then updated Members on the Grylls 

Monument and Bowling Green scheme to advise that he had met with various Officers from 

Cornwall Council who had suggested a way forward for obtaining a corporate response from 

the various departments.  He advised that the Council may have similar ownership issues with 

the Castle Green steps as with ‘Peacocks Lane’ but expressed the opinion that, as the Council 

had the General Power of Competence, he was of the opinion that the issues could be 

resolved. 

 

 The Town Centre Regeneration Officer confirmed that he had received a number of 

positive comments from members of the public regarding ‘Peacocks Lane’.  He advised that 

there had been an issue where one section of edge had been left untidy but the contractors had 

revisited the site and carried out remedial works to resolve the issue.  The Town Centre 

Regeneration Officer confirmed that he had received a letter from Western Parking Services 

who were pleased with the works and had paid their contribution. 

 

 The Town Centre Regeneration Officer informed Members that SSE had been unable 

to site the electric socket feeder pillar at the bottom of Horse and Jockey Lane due to domestic 

gas pipes.  He advised that if the Council could identify an alternative site within 3-4 metres 

of the location SSE would attend the day following the notification to install the socket.  He 

further advised that he was applying pressure to Western Power to connect the feeder pillar in 

Coinagehall Street by 8
th

 May 2015.  Councillor Harrison expressed the opinion that the 

contractor should find a suitable location for the pillar.  The Town Centre Regeneration 

Officer confirmed that he was meeting the contractor on site to discuss possible locations.   

 

Councillor Knight queried whether another feeder pillar could be located in Coinagehall 

Street instead.  The Town Centre Regeneration Officer confirmed that this may be a good idea 

as there was a problem running the power cables a long distance and advised that a possible 

option was to install a greater power supply at the bottom of the street which required a larger 

post.  He further advised that he had spoken with specialist contractors regarding the  
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provision of a temporary power supply and had received a demonstration of a super silent 

generator which was very quiet and clean and ran for 24 hours on a tank of fuel. 

  

 The Town Centre Regeneration Officer further advised that he had received 

confirmation that the post at the Lower Trengrouse Way Garden could be removed, a new bin 

provided and the sign located to the end wall of the shelter and he suggested that the cost of 

£60 be met from the Town Centre Management S106 budget.  Councillor Knight indicated 

that the bin on the post had been removed and replaced with another bin which had been sited 

in an unsuitable location.  She further expressed the opinion that small jobs of that nature 

should be carried out in house.  Following a brief debate it was proposed by the Mayor, 

seconded by Councillor Martin, and 

 

RESOLVED – that, if required, the Council agreed to fund the removal of the post and 

relocation of the parking restriction sign to the end wall of the shelter at a cost of £60. 

 

 In respect of the Map Boards Project, the Town Centre Regeneration Officer advised 

that the work was due to be carried out either w/c 11
th 

May or w/c 18
th

 May and circulated a 

draft of the design for Members’ information.  Councillor Knight thanked the Town Centre 

Regeneration Officer and the Town Centre Manager Project Assistant for all their work on the 

project.  The Town Centre Regeneration Officer advised that it was a partnership project and 

expressed his apologies for an omission in the report where he had failed to list the Helston 

Business Improvement Partnership (HBIP) as one of the Partners who had all contributed to 

the project and would be acknowledged by logos on the map. 

 

 The Mayor queried why the premises had not been approached on the other side of 

‘Peacocks Lane’ for the installation of lighting.  The Town Centre Regeneration Officer 

confirmed that he had investigated the possibility of connecting to a 3-phase supply on 

Peacocks wall which provided power to the other side of the lane, but required connection to a 

socket box under the lane the cost for which would be astronomical. 

 

586. Report of the Town Clerk 

 (1) Code of Conduct Training 
 

       Councillor Knight indicated that she wished to attend the Code of Conduct 

Training being held in St. Austell.  The Town Clerk requested that any other Members who 

wanted to attend the training let him know at their earliest opportunity. 

 

(2) Office Christmas Closure 

 

       Following a brief debate it was proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by 

Councillor Miss Hornsby, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Council offices be closed for Christmas from Christmas Eve until 

Monday 4
th

 January 2016 and Christmas Eve be given as an additional days leave. 

 

587. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 
 

 On the proposition of Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor Miss Hornsby, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 1-53 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to these 

Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £41,875.36. 

 

 It was agreed that the cheques would be signed by Councillor Mrs Boase and 

Councillor Miss Hornsby. 
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588. Items for the next Agenda 

 

 The Mayor requested that Members contact the Town Clerk’s office to place items on 

the following Full Council Agenda. 

 

589.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Knight, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

590. Confidential Report of the Town Centre Regeneration Officer 

 (1) ‘Peacock’s’ Lane Lighting 
 

 Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Knight, seconded by 

Councillor Miss Hornsby, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that: 

 

a) the Town Centre Regeneration Officer investigate options for mains lighting; and 

 

b) if mains lighting was not achievable, the Council approved funding from the S106 

Town Centre Management fund up to £437.63 net of VAT to cover the cost of 

installing solar lighting in ‘Peacocks’ Lane’ based on the Ecofreak quotation and 

£228.00 net of VAT to cover Randle Thomas’ costs in drawing up the required 

Licence. 

 

591. Confidential Report of the Town Clerk 

 (1) Guildhall Stairwell – Ceiling Light 
 

       Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Knight, seconded by 

the Mayor, and 

 

RESOLVED – that a two LED bulb fixing be installed and the provision of wall lights be 

investigated.  

 

Meeting closed at 9.08pm  

 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

        Town Mayor 


