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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD VIRTUALLY 

ON THURSDAY 18TH JUNE 2020 AT 6.45 PM 

 

 

Councillors: J Martin (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

 

Mrs N Roberts 

T E Grattan-Kane 

 

R E Edgcumbe 

M J Kenchington 

M H Thomas          Rev D P Reed    B Thomas 

Mrs G A Geer 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Projects Officer) 

 

 

 The Mayor welcomed Councillor Brendan Thomas to his first formal meeting. 

 

5. Absent without submitting an Apology 

 

 Councillor Williams was absent without submitting an apology.  

 

6. Public Participation 

 

 Several members of the public spoke either in support or in objection to the proposed 

temporary closure of Meneage Street for health & safety reasons to aid social distancing.   

 

 Comments in support of the closure included: 

 

• More needed to be done to assist businesses in the town and the pavements 

were not wide enough so supported the closure. 

 

• Had shopped in Helston since 1965 and believed closing the street to be a 

wonderful idea. 
 

• Queuing outside of businesses in Meneage Street and maintaining social 

distancing for those passing was a problem without a road closure. 
 

• Had to step into the road to maintain social distance in Meneage Street but not 

everyone was as mobile and able to do this therefore wholly supported the 

proposed closure for everyone’s safety. 
 

• Thanked the Council for acting on the concerns of the public around social 

distancing and supported the proposed closure. 

 

 

 There was one objection to the street closure as follows: 

 

• Keep the traffic flowing through the town as the car parks were not easy to find 

and introduce a one-way pedestrian system. 
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Other comments included: 

 

• Would just closing Meneage Street disadvantage the businesses on Coinagehall 

Street? 

 

• Would support a trial closure of Coinagehall Street along with free parking. 
 

• Good opportunity to trial a street closure and to develop walking and cycling in 

light of the climate emergency.  Would the Town Council consider a Citizen’s 

Panel? 
 

• After 12 weeks of lockdown why are road closures only now being 

considered? There had been much mis-information circulating on social media 

so it should be made clear this was a short-term health and safety measure not 

to be confused with any long-term pedestrianisation plans. 
 

 

Another member of the public advised that he was pleased to see that the Town 

Council was re-visiting the installation of solar panels on the Guildhall roof and that he 

strongly supported the temporary closure of Meneage Street.  He then wished the Town Clerk 

well for his forthcoming retirement and questioned when the recruitment process would 

begin.  The Mayor advised that the recruitment process was to be discussed later in the 

meeting.  

 

 At the discretion of the Mayor, agenda item 12 was brought forward. 

  

7. Safe Re-opening of the Town Centre 

 

 Members considered information and a number of recommendations circulated prior 

to the meeting. 

 

a) Proposed Meneage Street Closure 

 

 Councillor Edgcumbe advised that he would not be supporting the recommendations 

as he was of the opinion that they had not been properly debated and other options should be 

considered.  The Mayor responded by advising that the proposed closure of Meneage Street 

was on public health grounds to maintain the Government guidance of 2m social distancing. 

Councillor Kenchington reiterated that it was a Cornwall Council recommendation for public 

safety and social distancing as the public could only pass one another by someone stepping 

into the road. He added that there was a public health emergency as Covid-19 had not gone 

away and even if the social distancing guidance reduced to 1m, Meneage Street would still 

have to close. 

 

 Councillor R J L Boase stated that the Council had a duty of care to protect the public 

and questioned what the public would say if the Council did nothing and a member of the 

public was knocked over attempting to maintain social distancing.  Councillor Grattan-Kane 

advised that he understood the concerns of the businesses but it was a public health issue and 

he had personally had to step into the road to maintain social distancing. 

 

 Councillor  M H Thomas reminded Members that there had already been two informal 

Town Council meetings to consider this issue and whilst he had respect for what businesses 

did for the town, this was a public health emergency and as a democracy the Council must do 

what it felt was best for the town as a whole.  The Town Council had worked in partnership 

with Cornwall Council to decide what would be best for the town. 
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 Councillor Reverend Reed advised that he did not wish to see any further spread of 

Covid-19 in the town, it was a matter of public health and the Council should move to the 

vote. 

The Motion to move to the vote was seconded by the Mayor and the vote was carried.  

 

 On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that the Council supported the temporary road closure for Meneage Street for 

the 21-day period from Monday 22nd June to comply with the Government’s Covid-19 safety 

guidance for public spaces. 

 

b) Temporary Parking Refund Scheme 

 

 A detailed discussion ensued regarding a proposal to introduce a temporary parking 

refund scheme.  In response to a question, the Projects Officer confirmed that a sum for a 

parking refund scheme had been included in the grant bid to Cornwall Council that had been 

approved.  Following the debate it was proposed by Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by 

Councillor Kenchington, and 

 

RESOLVED – that 1-hour of parking be refunded for the Cornwall Council Tyacke Road and 

Trengrouse Way car parks for a 21-day period commencing 18th June 2020. 

 

 An Amendment had been proposed by Councillor B Thomas, seconded by the Mayor, 

that the free parking scheme cover the first 2 hours of parking.  The Amendment failed. 

 

c) Public Conveniences Cleaning 

 

 The Town Clerk advised that, due to their closure, a price reduction to the public 

conveniences cleaning contract had been agreed and this would off-set the cost of an extra 

daily clean at the Trengrouse Way and Monument Walk toilets until 30th September 2020. 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, 

and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk proceed to arrange an extra daily clean of the Trengrouse 

Way and Monument Walk public conveniences from 22nd June 2020 to 30th September 2020. 

 

d) Monitoring the Effects of the Road Closure 

 

 The Town Clerk advised that he was requesting officer time be spent on monitoring 

the Meneage Street closure and the effect it was having on Coinagehall Street, Wendron 

Street and Church Street.        

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor Mrs Geer, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED – that the safety and functioning of Coinagehall Street, Wendron Street and 

Church Street be reviewed during the initial Meneage Street closure to consider whether any 

further traffic management changes would be appropriate. 

 

e) Bunting 

 

 The Projects Officer advised that the Flora Day bunting was not available and 

therefore requested a budget of £750 to purchase some.  He further suggested that this could 

be followed up with a community project to produce additional coverage.  Following a brief 



 

 4 

discussion it was proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by Councillor B Thomas, 

and 

 

RESOLVED – that bunting be purchased up to the sum of £1,500 from General Reserves and 

the Project’s Officer facilitate a community project to produce additional coverage. 

 

 

f) Working Party 

 

 Councillor B Thomas suggested that the Council should take every opportunity to 

make the town as attractive and inviting as possible to re-establish confidence and footfall.  It 

was proposed by Councillor B Thomas, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, and 

 

RESOLVED - that a Working Party of three councillors and the Projects Officer be created to 

consider ways of improving the attractiveness of the town centre. 

 

 It was further proposed by Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor 

Kenchington, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Centre Attractiveness Working Party be allocated a budget of 

£2,000 with delegated authority to deliver an activity programme in Meneage Street during 

the 3-week closure. 

  

8. Minutes  

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Kenchington, seconded by the Mayor, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meetings held on the 17th & 19th March 

and 4th June 2020 be approved and signed as a true record.   

 

9. Minutes of the Planning Committee 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Kenchington, seconded by the Mayor, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 19th March 2020, 

be received. 

 

10. Announcements  

 

 The Town Clerk congratulated Mrs Heath – Mayor’s Secretary & Administrative 

Assistant for successfully completing the Introduction to Local Council Administration 

qualification. 

 

 The Mayor paid tribute to the volunteers involved in coordinating the Community 

Emergency Response Team and to those that were assisting the vulnerable in Helston and 

surrounding parishes. 

 

 The Mayor then informed Members that, whilst observing social distancing 

regulations, he would be visiting a Helston resident celebrating his 100th birthday. 

 

11. Standing Orders 

 

 Members considered a report by the Town Clerk containing amendments to Standing 

Orders in relation to virtual meetings and requesting ratification of the decision made by 
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email in March regarding delegated authority.  It was proposed by Councillor Grattan-Kane, 

seconded by Councillor Kenchington, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that  

 

a) Standing Orders be amended as follows: 

 

Addition to Standing Order 1.1  

 

‘From May 2020 to May 2021 meetings can be held remotely (s.78 Coronavirus Act 2020)’ 

 

 

Addition to Standing Order 1.11 

 

‘During remote meetings, the Chair will confirm how those attending should indicate that 

they wish to speak.’ 

 

 

Addition to Standing Order 1.21 

 

‘During remote meetings it is permitted that voting by show of hands is replaced by a roll call 

if necessary, for transparency.’ 

 

 

b) the informal agreement to give the Mayor and Deputy Mayor delegated authority 

to make decisions on behalf of the Town Council from 25th March 2020 (ending 

on 18th June 2020) and for such decisions to be published on the Town Council 

website, be ratified. 

 

This decision was due to be made formally at a Special Full Council meeting scheduled for 

26th March 2020, but the Government imposed the lockdown a few days prior. 

 

c) The informal decision to give delegated authority to the Chair and Vice Chair of 

the Planning Committee to make planning recommendations on behalf of the 

Town Council (ending on 18th June 2020) be ratified.  

  

12. Annual Audit of Accounts for 2019/20 

 

 The Council considered the Annual Report of Mr S Hudson, the Internal Auditor, 

together with supporting financial statements for submission to the External Auditor 

(circulated prior to the meeting). 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor M H Thomas, 

and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Section 1 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return – the 

Annual Governance Statement, be approved and, upon completion in the affirmative in all 

respects, be signed by the Mayor and Town Clerk. 

 

 It was further proposed by Councillor Mrs Roberts, seconded by Councillor R J L 

Boase, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Accounting Statements for the financial year ended 31st March 2020 

as set out in the Annual Governance & Accountability Return Section 2, be approved, and 

duly signed on this Council’s behalf by the Mayor and the Town Clerk. 
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13. Rural Community Energy Fund 

 

 Further to Min. No. 347/2019 and following a brief discussion regarding the on-going 

Covid-19 situation, it was proposed by Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor 

Thomas, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the submission of an application to the Rural Community Energy Fund be 

deferred until the new financial year.  

  

14. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Reverend Reed, seconded by Councillor Mrs Geer it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 127-182 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £47,751.95. 

 

15.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

16. Town Clerk Recruitment 

 

 Members considered a recommendation by the Mayor circulated prior to the meeting.  

Following the debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor 

Reverend Reed, and 

 

RESOLVED – that 

 

a) The recruitment remained internal; 

 

b) The Recruitment Panel consist of the Mayor, Chair of Policy, Finance & 

Resources Committee and Councillor Kenchington; 
 

c) The Recruitment Panel be given delegated authority to make the appointment on 

the appropriate grade; and 
 

d) If no appointment was made, the post be advertised externally. 

 

Councillors R J L Boase, Mrs Boase, M H Thomas and Edgcumbe requested that their 

vote against the process be recorded. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.38pm 

        Confirmed 

         

    

 

      

        Town Mayor 
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