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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD VIRTUALLY 

ON THURSDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER 2020 AT 6.30 PM 
 

 

Councillors: J Martin (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams 

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

 

M H Thomas 

T E Grattan-Kane 

R F Edgcumbe 

 

M J Kenchington 

B Thomas 

                

 

 

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Projects Officer) 

 

 

79. Apologies 

 

 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs Geer, Mrs Roberts and 

Reverend Reed.  

 

 

80. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that he had been involved in casework relating to: 

alcohol abuse, sexual abuse, mental health, homelessness and anti-social behaviour.  He had 

also received numerous emails regarding the lack of Covid-19 testing in Cornwall.  He further 

advised that he had attended meetings regarding school transport and Cornwall Council’s Full 

Council would be discussing a Motion against the Government’s proposed changes to the 

planning system. He then confirmed that Cornwall Council would continue to meet virtually 

for the foreseeable future. 

 

 In response to a question, Councillor Martin confirmed that a planning application had 

been submitted by the property owners to re-instate the collapsed wall in Godolphin Road and 

the Town Council’s planning committee had recommended approval. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Thomas advised that he had also been involved in local casework 

including: adult social care, planning, anti-social behaviour and accommodation issues.  He 

had also assisted Helston Age Concern to obtain its blue badge for their minibus following 

Government  changes to the application criteria, attended meetings to support the restoration 

of the Helston Branch Line and was working with the Helston Place-Shaping Group on a bid 

to Cornwall Council’s Revitalising the High Street Fund.  Cornwall Councillor Thomas 

further advised that he was continuing to be involved in the Community Governance Review, 

the exploration of ways in which health services were provided in Helston and the HIVE 

management of an edible food project which aimed to re-commence at a permanent site in 

January. 

 

 The Mayor confirmed that a report had not been received from Cornwall Councillor 

Wallis. 
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81. Public Participation 

 

 A representative of the Helston Climate Action Group (HCAG) spoke in support of 

the Group’s applications for funding [Agenda Item 13(2)] stating that volunteer time was at 

its limit and the two projects would make a real difference locally.  He also requested details 

of the Godolphin Road wall reinstatement planning application and enquired about the 

Meneage Street road closure situation due to Covid-19.  In response to the road closure, the 

Mayor advised that no businesses had shown an interest in forming a working group so no 

further action had been taken. 

 

 Two more representatives of HCAG spoke in support of its funding bids and also 

informed the Members that Cornwall Council was developing Town & Parish Council 

training on Climate Literacy and its Decision-Making Wheel, suggesting the Town Council 

volunteer to be a pilot for the training. 

 

 A Wendron Parish Councillor spoke in support of the leats & kennels project advising 

that he had been contacting riparian owners to inform them of the project and to gain their 

support. 

 

 Representatives of the Lizard CHILD Trust, Helston Theatre Company and Butterfly 

Wood Project spoke in support of their grant applications. 

 

  

82. Minutes  

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, it 

was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 16th July 2020 be 

approved and signed as a true record.   

 

 Councillor Williams abstained from the vote as he had not been present at that 

meeting. 

 

 

83. Minutes of the Planning Committee 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor M H Thomas, seconded by the Mayor, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 6th August and 

3rd September 2020, be received. 

 

 

84. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, 

and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held 

on 8th September 2020, be received. 
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85. Announcements  

 

 The Mayor paid tribute to the volunteers that had helped to weed and litter-pick the 

Trengrouse Way car park the previous Sunday.  He then apologised for not submitting a 

Council Representative report in relation to the Helston Climate Action Group. 

 

 

86. Motion by Councillor M H Thomas 

 

 Councillor M H Thomas spoke in support of his Motion and following a brief 

discussion it was proposed by Councillor M H Thomas, seconded by Councillor Grattan-

Kane, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk write to NHS Kernow to request an update on the planned 

developments for primary healthcare in Helston over the next ten years. 

 

 

87. Report of the Projects Officer 

 

 The Projects Officer updated Members on his report (circulated prior to the meeting). 

 

a) Helston Rural Community Energy Fund (RCEF) Bid 

 

The Projects Officer advised that the RCEF bid had been discussed in detail by the 

Policy, Finance & Resources Committee the previous week and the Committee had agreed a 

number of recommendations contained in his report. 

 

On the proposition of Councillor B Thomas, seconded by the Mayor, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that: 

 

i) the Council commission a Community Outreach Support Officer contract on a 

part-time (17.5 hours per week) basis for the period 1st November 2020 to   

28th February 2021 subject to the bid being successful; and 

 

ii) funding of £400 be allocated from the Carbon Footprint Reduction Budget to 

supplement the overall cost of £5,400 with the remaining £5,000 to be included 

in the RCEF bid. 
 

             It was further proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Grattan-

Kane, and  

 

RESOLVED – that: 

 

i) submission of the RCEF bid by the 14th September 2020 deadline date be 

ratified; and 

 

ii) funding of £1,500 be allocated from the Carbon Footprint Reduction budget to 

support the cost of community engagement expenses including: printing, 

exhibition materials, dedicated website pages, graphic design and travel. 
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b) Leats and Kennels 

 

Members considered a paper by Councillor M H Thomas who then summarised 

the history of the Wendron Leats & Helston Kennels Group.  Councillor M H Thomas stated 

that he was glad to work with Wendron Parish Council and was pleased a representative of 

the Parish Council was in attendance.  Following a brief discussion it was proposed by the 

Mayor, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that, the Council approved, in principle: 

 

i) The establishment of a Wendron Leats and Helston Kennels ‘Friends’ group; 

 

ii) Engagement and communication with riparian owners; and 
 

iii) The staging of an exhibition on the leats and kennels in the Museum at the 

earliest possible date, allowing for appropriate social distancing. 
 

 

c) Monument Walk  

 

On the proposition of Councillor B Thomas, seconded by the Mayor, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Agreement and Application Form for use of the space at Monument 

Walk be approved. 

 

It was further proposed by Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Mrs 

Boase, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Projects Group be given delegated authority to determine the tariffs. 

 

An Amendment had been proposed by Councillor Edgcumbe, seconded by Councillor 

B Thomas, that the hire of the area be free of charge.  The Amendment failed. 

  

        

88. Report of the Town Clerk 

 

(1) Grants 

The Town Clerk apologised for omitting the Butterfly Wood Project application from 

the agenda papers. 

 

a) Determination of whether a grant would be awarded 

 

 It was agreed to award a grant to each of the following organisations:-  

 

i) 2nd Helston Brownies 

ii) Fishermen’s Mission 

iii) Helston Athletic Football Club 

iv) Helston Bowling Club 

v) Helston Theatre Company 

vi) Lizard CHILD Trust 

vii) Butterfly Wood Project 
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b) Determination of amount of grant funding awarded  

 

i) 2nd Helston Brownies 

 

It was proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane and 
 

RESOLVED - that a grant of £250.00 be awarded to the 2nd Helston Brownies towards Girl 

Guiding insurance. 

 

 An Amendment was proposed by Councillor Edgcumbe, seconded by Councillor 

Kenchington, that a grant of £500.00 be awarded to the 2nd Helston Brownies towards Girl 

Guiding insurance. The Amendment failed. 

 

ii) Fishermen’s Mission 

 

On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor M H Thomas, it 

was 
 

RESOLVED – that a grant of £1,000 be awarded to the Fishermen’s Mission for ceiling 

insulation. 

 

iii) Helston Athletic Football Club 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Williams, seconded by the Mayor, and  
 

RESOLVED – that a grant of £1,500 be awarded to Helston Athletic Football Club for 

grounds maintenance equipment. 

 

iv) Helston Bowling Club 

 

On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, it was 
 

RESOLVED – that a grant of £3,000 be pledged to Helston Bowling Club towards the 

creation of a storage facility. 

 

 An Amendment had been proposed by Councillor B Thomas, seconded by Councillor 

Williams, that a grant of £1,000 be pledged to Helston Bowling Club towards the creation of a 

storage facility.  The Amendment failed. 

 

v) Helston Theatre Company 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor M H Thomas and 
 

RESOLVED – that a grant of £1,000 be awarded to Helston Theatre Company towards off-

setting stage production losses due to Covid-19. 

 

vi) Lizard CHILD Trust 

 

On the proposition of Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, 

it was 
 

RESOLVED – that a grant of £710 be awarded to Lizard CHILD Trust towards personal 

protective equipment. 
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vii) Butterfly Wood Project 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane 

and 
 

RESOLVED – that a grant of £400 be awarded to the Butterfly Wood Project. 

  

 

(2) Helston Climate Action Group 

 

 Members considered two applications for funding from the Helston Climate Action 

Group (HCAG). The Town Clerk reminded Members that the intended purpose of the Carbon 

Footprint Reduction budget was for the Council to reduce its own carbon footprint.  However, 

it was the Councillors’ prerogative to consider granting the requested funding to HCAG if the 

projects benefitted Helston. 

 

 Following the discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Kenchington, seconded by 

Councillor Grattan-Kane, and  

 

RESOLVED – that a grant of £8,876 be awarded to HCAG for its Climate Emergency 

Outreach Project and a grant of £7,800 for its Helston Footprints Project from the Carbon 

Footprint Reduction budget. 

 

 The Mayor requested that his abstention from the vote be recorded. 

 

 

(3) Helston Railway Branch Line 

 

 Members considered a letter from Derek Thomas MP requesting support for a bid to 

re-open the Helston Railway Branch Line and a financial contribution towards the cost of 

research and data collection that would form part of a bid to the Government’s Beeching 

Reversal Future Ideas Fund. 

 

 Following a brief debate, it was proposed by Councillor R J L Boase, seconded by 

Councillor Grattan-Kane, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council support the bid to re-open the Helston Railway Branch 

Line and contribute £500 towards the cost of research and data collection. 

 

  

(4) Helston CIC – Market 

 

 Following a brief discussion it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by 

Councillor Grattan-Kane, and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Council under-write the Helston CIC market scheduled for   

29th November 2020 to the sum of £1,000. 

 

 

(5) Road Crossing – Boating Lake to Penrose Amenity Area 

 

 The Town Clerk advised that Cornwall Highways had requested a letter of support for 

improvements to the pedestrian crossing point between the Boating Lake and Penrose 

Amenity Area.  On the proposition of Councillor M H Thomas seconded by Councillor 

Kenchington, it was  
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RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk send a letter of support to Cornwall Highways for an 

improved crossing. 

  

  

89. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 336-393 inclusive, as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £40,085.33. 

 

 

90. Attendance at Meetings 

 

 Councillor Kenchington had submitted a report on Helston CIC activities (previously 

circulated) and Councillor M H Thomas provided a report on the Furry Café to be circulated 

by the Town Clerk. 

 

 

91.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

 

92. Rural Community Energy Fund 

 

 Members considered the confidential report of the Projects Officer that contained 

details of the RCEF lead energy consultant tenders. 

 

 It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Council appoint Atlantic Energy as the lead energy consultant for the 

RCEF feasibility study at a total cost of £32,582 exclusive of VAT, to be fully funded by the 

RCEF grant, subject to the bid being successful. 

 

 

  

Meeting closed at 9.17pm 

 

        Confirmed 

           

 

 

 

 

      

        Town Mayor 
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