
 

 1 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD VIRTUALLY 

ON THURSDAY 15TH OCTOBER 2020 AT 6.30 PM 

 

 

Councillors: J Martin (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams 

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

M H Thomas 

 

Mrs G A Geer 

Mrs N Roberts 

T E Grattan-Kane 

 

 

R F Edgcumbe 

M J Kenchington 

B Thomas

                

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Projects Officer) 

 

 

114. Apologies 

  

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Reverend Reed.  

 

115. Declarations of Interest 

  

In relation to Agenda Item 3, Councillor Thomas advised that he was a Corporate 

Director of the Helston Youth Café. 

 

116. Furry Youth Café 

  

Directors of the Furry Youth Café gave an update which included the following: 

 

• The Furry Youth Café CIC had become the Youth Cafes Cornwall CIC 

following the opening of sister café Hideaway 77 in Redruth; 

 

• The Helston Youth Café was nearing its 10th Anniversary having opened in 

November 2010; 
 

• The annual financial support of the Town Council was appreciated and 

contributed towards Youth Workers and general upkeep of the café; 
 

• Plans for 2021 included ‘Pop-up Supper Clubs’. Adhering to the Covid-19 rule 

of 6, a Youth Worker and Chef would supervise two youths cooking for two 

others.  The sessions would include cooking on a budget and healthy eating.  

There were also plans to work with RNAS Culdrose to learn about mass 

catering; 
 

• The Helston Youth Café could now make use of the Hideaway 77 minibus. 
 

The Mayor informed the Directors that the Town Council would assist the café in any 

way it could and thanked them for their time and dedication to the town’s youth. 

 

Councillor Thomas advised that there was always room for more Directors if any 

Members were interested. 

 

 Councillor Williams entered the meeting during this item at 6.37pm. 
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117. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors 

  

Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that he had met with Derek Thomas MP and 

discussed: 

 

• The lack of Central Government support for the youth community which needed 

funding and man-power; 

 

• The increased anti-social behaviour and lack of police coverage in Helston and 

surrounding areas requesting that the MP look at funding nationally; 
 

• The lack of mental health support mechanisms in Cornwall that needed local and 

Government assistance. 
 

Cornwall Councillor Martin also advised that he would be meeting a national 

representative of park home occupiers and pressing the Cornwall Council Licensing 

Committee to make Park Home owners more responsible and reactive to occupiers’ issues. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Thomas advised that he had been involved in a variety of 

casework and informed Members that, during the investigation of an incident in Coinagehall 

Street, a problem with a Public House’s CCTV system had been discovered.  The Town Clerk 

advised that he would write to Cornwall Council Licensing to inform them of the issue. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Thomas further reported on the following:- 

 

• Road safety precautions had been installed on Belmont Road to assist student 

movement between Helston Community College sites.  Further improvements 

including flashing lights were awaited. 

 

• Community Governance Review – the Cornwall Council Panel had recommend 

deferring a decision on transferring the Parc an Daras (HX1) site from Wendron Parish 

to Helston until after the following Council was elected in 2021.  Councillor Thomas 

confirmed that he had voted against this decision and an Amendment could be 

proposed when the Review was considered by the Full Council in November. 
 

• The HIVE – the management of the edible food waste project had reluctantly decided 

to cease producing meals.  This was an extremely complicated operation and those 

involved at Cornwall Council and with The Hive had done all they could to move the 

project on. 
 

• Helston Swimming Pool had re-opened thanks to the work of Cornwall Council and 

operators GRL. 

 

 The Town Clerk confirmed that a report had not been received from Cornwall 

Councillor Wallis. 

 

118. Public Participation 

  

A representative of the Lizard CHILD Trust nursery thanked the Council for their 

grant awarded at the previous meeting. 
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119. Minutes 

  

On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, it 

was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 17th September 2020 be 

approved and signed as a true record.   

 

 It was further proposed by Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Mrs 

Roberts, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Special Town Council meeting held on 1st October 

2020 be approved and signed as a true record.   

 

120. Minutes of the Planning Committee 

  

On the proposition of Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor M H Thomas, 

it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 1st October 2020, 

be received. 

 

121. Minutes of the Amenities Committee 

  

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on 24th September 

2020, be received. 

 

122. Announcements 

  

The Mayor informed Members that the Discover Helston magazine would be 

distributed the following week and thanked the Town Clerk for arranging storage. 

 

123. Report of the Projects Officer 

 

 The Projects Officer updated Members on his report (circulated prior to the meeting) 

including: 

 

• Rural Community Energy Fund – the Community Outreach Support contractor had 

been appointed subject to the bid being successful; 

 

• Leats and Kennels – Councillor M H Thomas and the Projects Officer would be 

meeting to plan the digital exhibition; 
 

• Wellmoor Play Area – Pupils from Parc Eglos School had assisted with the planting of 

1,000 bulbs, 20 square metres of wild flower seeds and 4 trees.   
 

• Discover Helston Website – the 360 degrees tour was now available on the website. 
 

• Place Shaping, Market Place – in response to a question, the Projects Officer advised 

that the Projects Group was considering uses for the Guildhall lower ground floor and 

would appreciate any suggestions.  The ultimate use would determine if fire-proofing 

the ceiling was necessary. 
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124. Report of the Town Clerk 

(1) Helston CIC Representative 

On the proposition of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, it was 

RESOLVED – that Councillor Mrs Boase be nominated as a Council Helston CIC 

representative. 

 Councillor Mrs Boase requested that her abstention from the vote be recorded. 

 

 

(2) Christmas Office Closure 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor M H Thomas, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, 

it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the office close at 4pm on Wednesday 23rd December 2020 re-opening on 

Monday 4th January 2020 and the staff be given Thursday 24th December 2020 as an additional 

day’s paid leave. 

 

(3) Car Parks 

 

 The Town Clerk requested that Members informally discuss the offer of a day’s free 

parking in Helston’s Cornwall Council car parks during the lead up to Christmas as a decision 

was required before the following meeting.  Following the discussion, it was informally 

agreed by majority vote to request Saturday 19th December 2020. 

  

125. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 

  

On the proposition of Councillor Grattan-Kane, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 394-411 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £64,388.19. 

 

126. Attendance at Meetings 

 

 The Mayor submitted a report on Helston Climate Action Group activities circulated 

with the agenda. 

 

127.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor M H Thomas, it 

was  

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of business 

by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
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128. Council Accommodation 

 

 The Town Clerk summarised the discussion held by the Assets Working Party the 

previous week.  Following the debate it was agreed that the Town Clerk prepare a full written 

report for the November Full Council meeting. 

 

 During this item Councillor Edgcumbe left the meeting at 7.35pm returning at 

7.40pm. 

 

 

 

  

Meeting closed at 7.50pm 

 

        Confirmed 

           

 

 

 

 

      

        Town Mayor 
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