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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HELSTON TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD VIRTUALLY 

ON THURSDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 2020 AT 6.30 PM 

 

 

Councillors: J Martin (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

 

R Williams 

R J L Boase 

Mrs F N E Boase 

 

 

 

M H Thomas 

Mrs G A Geer 

T E Grattan-Kane 

 

 

 

R F Edgcumbe 

M J Kenchington 

B Thomas

                

Officers:  Mr C Dawson (Town Clerk) 

  Miss P J Lavelle (Deputy Town Clerk) 

  Mr M Searle (Projects Officer) 

 

 

 Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Deputy Town Clerk introduced Miss 

Angela Retallack who had been appointed Deputy Town Clerk with effect from 1st January 

2021. 

 

 

149. Apologies 

  

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs Roberts and Reverend 

Reed.  

 

150. Reports from Local Cornwall Councillors 

  

Cornwall Councillor Martin advised that he had attended a Cornwall Council licensing 

meeting where it was being discussed whether new taxis should be electric and Disability 

Discrimination Act (DDA) compliant.  He then reported that there was a slight increase in 

crime figures for Helston, but the town would benefit from two additional police officers. 

 

Cornwall Councillor Martin then informed Members that he had been contacted by 

residents working from town centre homes during lockdown requesting that on-street parking 

restrictions be temporarily waived, and he had in turn forwarded the requests to the Portfolio 

Holder for discussion.  

 

 Cornwall Councillor Thomas advised that he had been collecting data from residents 

that had the east leat flowing across their land and was working with the Projects Officer 

preparing the proposed Leats & Kennels virtual exhibition.  He had also been supporting the 

Place-Shaping group with its bid to the Revitalising the High Street Fund. 

 

 Strategically, at its 3rd November Extraordinary Full Council meeting, Cornwall 

Councillor Thomas had proposed an Amendment to the Electoral Review Panel 

recommendations for Helston to bring the HX1 housing development within the Helston 

boundary.  This was not supported and would be considered by the Cornwall Councillors 

following the May 2021 elections. 
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 Cornwall Councillor Thomas referred to the B3297 improvements consultation that 

had commenced urging Members to respond and thanked the Town Clerk for circulating the 

link to the Cornwall Council website page. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Thomas further advised that he had met virtually with Mr Derek 

Thomas MP that day to support the railway project and professionals had been appointed to 

carry out research for inclusion in a bid to the Government’s Restoring Our Railways Fund. 

 

 The Town Clerk confirmed that a report had not been received from Cornwall 

Councillor Wallis. 

 

151. Public Participation 

  

 A representative of the Lizard C.H.I.L.D. Trust spoke about the Trust receiving lottery 

funding to create holiday club spaces at its Nursery in the St Michaels School grounds to 

assist vulnerable families.  Places for vulnerable children would be available during school 

mid-term and holiday breaks.  The first session had taken place in October. 

 

 The Mayor thanked the Lizard C.H.I.L.D. Trust representative for her update and the 

good work the Trust was performing.  He then welcomed Miss Angela Retallack who would 

be joining the Council as Deputy Town Clerk in January. 

  

152. Minutes 

  

On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 15th October 2020 be 

approved and signed as a true record.   

 

153. Minutes of the Planning Committee 

  

On the proposition of Councillor Kenchington, seconded by Councillor Mrs Geer, it 

was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 5th November 

2020, be received. 

 

154. Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee 

  

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, and 

unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Policy, Finance & Resources Committee meeting held 

on 10th November 2020, be received. 
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155. Announcements 

  

The Town Clerk welcomed Miss Angela Retallack to the administration team. 

 

The Mayor informed Members that the Helston CIC Christmas market had been 

postponed until Sunday 6th December due to the Covid-19 lockdown.  He then passed on the 

thanks he had received from the football club and rugby club for the grants the Town Council 

had awarded them during the calendar year. 

 

156. Report of the Projects Officer 

 

 The Projects Officer updated Members on his report (circulated prior to the meeting) 

including: 

 

• Rural Community Energy Fund – Whilst the initial bid for funding was unsuccessful, 

the South West Energy Hub looked favourably on some of the application content and 

had offered to conduct a scoping study to develop a more focused project proposal. 
 

• Place Shaping, Market Place – The Town Centre Revitalisation Fund had been 

launched and a bid was under development.  A Place Shaping Board was being created 

and a report would be presented to the Council in the near future. 
 

• Market Place – A design brief had been produced and sent out to prospective 

Architects to submit quotations to carry out the design work.  The design brief 

included the requirement for public conveniences in the vicinity of the Guildhall. 
 

• Re-opening Town Centres Safely Fund – The second round of funding was available 

and had been discussed by the Projects Group.  Initial ideas were to improve the 

temporary awareness signage and the provision of wall-mounted hand sanitizer units.  

The Projects Officer invited other suggestions. 
 

 

In relation to Item 4 of the Project Officer’s report, Councillor Mrs Geer suggested 

that local charities must be informed of the availability of the Monument Walk space that 

would be free of charge to them. 

 

Councillor Edgcumbe advised that the finger post at the bottom of Coinagehall Street 

was very dirty.  The Town Clerk responded that the Grounds/General Maintenance Team had 

been requested to clean the sign and it was scheduled for the following week. 

 

Referring to Item 5(ii) of the Project Officer’s report, Councillor Williams was of the 

opinion that the Guildhall should be looked at differently and possibly incorporated into the 

Museum with the Council offices and staff moved to new facilities all in one location.  

Councillor B Thomas added that in his opinion the Guildhall should be the civic heart of the 

community. 
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157. Report of the Town Clerk 

(1) Mobile Speed Signs 

A detailed debate ensued during which Members made the following points: 

• It had been 12 months since the Council received a presentation by Perranwell 

Community Speed-watch and the reason for agreeing to purchase the mobile 

speed signs last November had not changed; 

• Signs that showed an offending vehicle’s registration number would be more 

effective; 

• The Council should purchase one permanent speed sign that showed a vehicle’s 

registration number and site it in Trengrouse Way; 

• Purchase one mobile speed sign as a trial; 

• To install a permanent speed sign would require evidence of speeding that the 

mobile signs would produce; 

• Data must be accumulated to inform on a future strategy and where to target 

resources; 

• There was an alternative that photographed speeding vehicles 

Following the debate and on the proposition of Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by 

Councillor B Thomas, it was unanimously 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk be given delegated authority to explore further options, 

consult with engineers and place an order within a £5,000 budget funded from the Traffic 

Regulation Order Ear-marked Reserve. 

(2) Helston CIC Representative 

 

 This item was noted. 

(3) Helston CIC Christmas Market 

 

 This item was noted. 

(4) Guildhall Solar Panels 

 

A brief discussion ensued following which it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by 

Councillor Mrs Geer, and 

 

RESOLVED – that the Council proceed with investigating the solar panels for the Guildhall 

roof and draft a Guildhall Green Energy Strategy to also include secondary glazing and 

replacement of the gas boiler. 
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(5) Christmas Lights 
 

On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Grattan-Kane, it 

was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Christmas Lights Committee be given permission to utilise electricity 

from the Guildhall to power lights in that vicinity.   

(6) Request for Free Parking 

 

Members considered correspondence from the Liskeard Town Forum seeking support 

for its request to Cornwall Council for free parking during December.  Following the 

discussion, it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, and  

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk send a letter to Liskeard Town Forum in support of its 

campaign for free parking during December. 

(7) Primary Health Care in Helston 
 

This item was noted. 

(8) Helston Country Market 

 

This item was noted. 

(9) Clerks & Councils Direct 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Williams, seconded by Councillor M H Thomas and 

 

RESOLVED – that Members continue to receive a copy of Clerks & Councils Direct unless 

they inform the Town Clerk that they do not wish to do so. 

 

158. Schedule of Accounts for Payment 

  

On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Account Nos. 464-539 inclusive as listed and set out as an Appendix to 

these Minutes, be certified for payment in the total sum of £57,304.07. 

 

159. Attendance at Meetings 

 

 Councillor Kenchington submitted a report on Helston CIC activities circulated with 

the agenda. 
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160.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of business 

by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

161. Penrose Road Car Park 

 

 Members considered the Confidential Report of the Projects Officer that contained 

quotations for a structural survey of the Penrose Road car park perimeter walls. 

 

 It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Geer, seconded by Councillor Kenchington, and  

 

RESOLVED – that Steve Lieske’s quotation for a structural survey of the Penrose Road car 

park perimeter walls be accepted for the sum of £330 from General Reserves. 

 

 

 

 

Meeting closed at 8.34pm 

 

 

 

        Confirmed 

           

 

 

 

 

      

        Town Mayor 
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