
MINUTES OF THE POLICY, FINANCE AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON     
ON WEDNESDAY 9  th   JANUARY 2008 AT 7.00 P.M.  

Present: Councillor R Williams (Town Mayor) in the Chair

Councillors: Mrs S M E Swift, N C Martin, N J C Devenish, K Reynolds and 
Mrs V J Matthew

Officers: Mr C Dawson - Town Clerk

317. Minutes

On the proposition of Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor Mrs Swift, it was 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 31st October 2007 be approved and 
signed as a true record.

Councillors Martin and Mrs Matthew did not vote as they were not present at the meeting.

318. Assets Adoption Working Party

Councillor  Devenish  advised  that  for  the  Town  Council  to  adopt  assets  from  the 
Principal Authority the Council would have to produce a viable Business Plan that proved best 
value would be gained for the residents of Helston. He further advised that Kerrier District 
Council would provide guidance and information but the process must start immediately. 

Following a brief debate and on the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by the Mayor, 
it was unanimously

RECOMMENDED – that Councillor Mrs Swift,  Councillor  Devenish and the Town Clerk 
form an Assets Adoption Working Party.

319. Amenities Committee – Terms of Reference

Further to Min. No. 234 (2007), the Town Clerk circulated draft Terms of Reference 
for  the  newly  created  Amenities  Committee.  After  considering  the  draft  document  it  was 
proposed by Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Reynolds and

RECOMMENDED – that 

(a) the draft Amenities Committee Terms of Reference, as set out as an Appendix to 
these Minutes, be adopted, and

(b) Standing Orders amended accordingly.
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320. Bosnoweth and An Henlys Open Spaces

The Town Clerk gave a verbal update regarding the open spaces.  He advised that the 
An Henlys areas had not yet been formally adopted although the play equipment was installed 
in November.  He further advised that a planning application had been submitted to Kerrier 
District Council that affected one of the areas.

In relation to Bosnoweth, the Town Clerk advised that he was awaiting information 
from the Area Surveyor regarding options for the footpath within the larger open space.  He 
also  advised  that  he  had  ordered  copies  of  a  Commission  for  Architecture  and  the  Built 
Environment  (CABE)  publication  entitled  ‘It's  our  space:  a  guide  for  community  groups 
working to  improve public space’ and was investigating  a CABE approach to open space 
design known as ‘Spaceshaper’.

321. Internal Audit Report

Members considered a report by the Town Clerk (previously circulated) that contained 
copies of the Internal Audit Reports completed by Councillors Mrs Swift and Reynolds on 14th 

December 2007.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Matthew, seconded by Councillor Devenish and

RESOLVED – that the report be noted and to recommend the purchase of a small safe.

Councillors Mrs Swift and Reynolds abstained from the vote.

A further debate then ensued regarding office and staff security at the conclusion of 
which the Mayor requested that the Town Clerk make enquiries and report back to the next 
meeting.

322. Budget Monitoring Statement

In  response  to  a  request,  the  Town Clerk  confirmed  that  all  ‘Miscellaneous’  sums 
would be itemised in future reports.  It was then proposed by Councillor Mrs Swift, seconded 
by Councillor Reynolds, and unanimously

RESOLVED – that the Budget Monitoring Statement be accepted.

The Town Clerk then advised of a bad debt that he would report upon in more detail as 
a Confidential Item.

323. Exclusion of the Press and Public

On the proposition of Councillor Devenish, seconded by Councillor Martin it was 

RESOLVED - that pursuant to the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) 
Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of 
business, by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
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324. Staff Training

The Town Clerk gave a verbal report regarding current staff training.  Following the 
report and on the proposition of Councillor Reynolds, seconded by Councillor Martin, it was 
unanimously

RECOMMENDED  –  that  the  Administrative  Assistant  (Post  No.3)  be  awarded  a  pay 
increment within the scale with effect from January 2008.

325. Bad Debt

The Town Clerk reported the details of a bad debt and advised Members of the options 
that could be taken.

Following  a  brief  debate  it  was  proposed  by  Councillor  Reynolds,  seconded  by 
Councillor Martin and

RECOMMENDED – that the debt be pursued through the County Court.

Meeting closed 7.54pm.

Confirmed

Town Mayor
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