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MINUTES OF THE POLICY, FINANCE AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

MEETING HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON  

ON TUESDAY 13
TH 

JANUARY 2015 AT 7.00 PM 

 

  

        Councillors:  M H Thomas (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

  

Mrs F N E Boase 

J Martin 

M Knight        

  

 Mrs N Roberts

  

    

    Officers: Mr C Dawson - Town Clerk 

   

 

411. Apologies 

 An apology for non-attendance was received from Councillor Upton. 

 

412. Minutes 

 On the proposition of Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9
th

 December 2014 be approved and 

signed as a true record. 

 

413. Matters Arising 

 In response to a question relating to Min. No. 362/2014, the Town Clerk advised that 

he had received no comments from Officers regarding the revised Smoke Free Policy. 

 

414. Budget Monitoring Statement 

Members considered the Budget Monitoring Statement and Consolidated Bank 

Reconciliation to 31
st
 December 2014 circulated prior to the meeting.   

 

The Town Clerk answered Members’ questions following which it was proposed by 

Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Budget Monitoring Statement be accepted. 

 

415. Internet Banking 

 Further to Min. No. 300/2014, Members considered a report by the Town Clerk 

regarding internet banking, circulated prior to the meeting. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Roberts was of the opinion that the procedures were thorough and a 

move to internet banking would reduce the Council’s bank charges. 

 

 Following the discussion, during which the Town Clerk answered Members’ 

questions, it was proposed by Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Council proceed with internet banking as set out in the Town Clerk’s 

report. 
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416.  General Risk Assessment 
 Members reviewed the General Risk Assessment, previously circulated. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by Councillor Knight it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the General Risk Assessment be accepted with the following additions: 

 

 i)   para.7 – Monitored lone worker alarms are provided; 

 

 ii)  para. 12 – HBIP reports regularly to Full Council; 

 

 iii) new paragraph relating to the Council van. 

 

 

417. Cornwall Council Car Parking Charges 

 Members gave further consideration to the proposed Cornwall Council Parking Order 

2015/16 and a response to the Town Council’s suggestions submitted on 12
th

 December 2014. 

 

 Councillor Knight was of the opinion that a letter should be sent to Cornwall Council 

objecting to its proposals for Helston and expressing disappointment that the Town Council’s 

views had been ignored. 

 

 Following a detailed debate it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Boase, seconded by 

Councillor Martin, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Town Clerk submit a letter in response to the Cornwall Council 

Parking Order 2015/16 consultation to include the following:- 

 

 Object to the proposed 60p for one hour and £1.40 for two hours charge with a 

preference for 50p and £1.20; 

 

 Further request that the sign into the Trengrouse Way car park be relocated; 

 

 Object to the excessive rise in Season Ticket price; and 

 

 Request an explanation of the ‘traffic management issue’ referred to in Cornwall 

Council’s response. 

 

  

418. Scout Group Hut – Coronation Gardens  
 Members considered correspondence from the 1

st
 Helston Scout Group regarding the 

possibility of purchasing part of Coronation Gardens.  The Town Clerk advised that he had 

emailed the Scout Leader to clarify the request but had not received a response. 

 

 Following a brief discussion it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor 

Mrs Boase, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the item be deferred to the next meeting.  
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419.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

  On the proposition of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of 

business by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

420. Staff Time Analysis 

 The Mayor summarised the background to the staff time analysis exercise conducted 

in September 2014.  The Town Clerk answered Members’ questions and, in response to 

queries, explained administrative procedures. 

 

 During the discussion it was proposed by Councillor Knight, seconded by the Mayor, 

and unanimously 

 

RECOMMENDED – that the Town Clerk’s office opens to the public on Wednesdays unless 

there are exceptional circumstances. 

 

 It was further proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, and 

unanimously 

 

RECOMMENDED – that Town Council agendas be produced on white paper with numbered 

pages, the exception being confidential items that will remain on pink paper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting closed 9.39pm.       

Confirmed 

 

  

 

 

  Town Mayor 


