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MINUTES OF THE POLICY, FINANCE AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD IN THE GUILDHALL, HELSTON  

ON TUESDAY 9
TH

 DECEMBER 2014 AT 7.00 PM 

 

  

        Councillors:  M H Thomas (Town Mayor) in the Chair 

  

Mrs F N E Boase 

J Martin 

M Upton        

M Knight  

 Mrs N Roberts

 

    

    Officers: Mr C Dawson - Town Clerk 

  Mr M Searle - Town Centre Regeneration Officer 

 

 

 

358. Minutes 

 

 With reference to Min. No.306/2014, Councillor Knight suggested adding a sentence 

clarifying that the Helston Town Council badges would be purchased from the Mayor’s Fund 

and not Council funds. 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, it was  

 

RESOLVED – that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11
th

 November 2014 be approved, 

subject to the above inclusion, and signed as a true record. 

 

 Councillors Upton and Mrs Roberts abstained from the vote as they were not 

present at that meeting. 

 

 

359. Public Participation 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Judith Haycock spoke in relation to the car parking charges 

(Agenda Item 8).  She advised that Cornwall Council had agreed a 6% year on year increase to 

car parking revenue so any shortfall in one year would have to be achieved the following year.  

She informed Members that a letter had been circulated to Helston Business Improvement 

Partnership (HBIP) members requesting comments. 

 

 Councillor Mrs Haycock expressed concern at the short time scale for comments prior to 

the draft Order being finalised in early January, however, the reason was to process the Order to 

come into effect on 1
st
 April 2015.  She then reminded Members that they would have a further 

opportunity to comment during the consultation period.   

 

 

 At the discretion of the Mayor, Agenda Item 8 was brought forward. 
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360. Cornwall Council Car Parking Charges 

  

 Cornwall Councillor Bert Biscoe – Portfolio Holder for Transport had invited comments 

regarding Cornwall Council car parking charges in Helston prior to the Cornwall Council 

Parking Order 2015 being drafted for consultation early in the New Year.   

 

 The Mayor advised that a meeting had been held on 28
th

 November with Cornwall 

Councillor Biscoe to discuss possible options.  Notes of the meeting had been circulated to all 

Members of the Town Council by email along with data of income generated by the Helston car 

parks. 

 

 The Town Centre Regeneration Officer (TCRO) referred to the Notes of the 28
th

 

November meeting that contained a number of recommendations and explained each in turn.  

He also advised that three responses had been received by the HBIP BID Development Officer 

that favoured the introduction of a 50p tariff. 

 

 A detailed debate ensued during which the TCRO answered Members’ questions.  

During the debate it was proposed by Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor Martin, and 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be suspended to allow Cornwall Councillor Mrs 

Haycock to speak. 

 

 Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock advised that the introduction of a 50p for 1 hour 

tariff would not guarantee an increase in income.  She further advised that a blanket increase to 

current charges would mean an increase of 10p to £1.10 for 2 hours – an actual increase of 10%. 

 

 Councillor Knight advised that one town centre establishment had reported to her a 

doubling of income on the first two free-parking Saturdays. 

 

 At the conclusion of the debate it was proposed by Councillor Upton, seconded by 

Councillor Mrs Roberts, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that, as a result of discussions between Helston Town Council, HBIP BID 

Development Officer and Cornwall Councillor Mrs Haycock, Cornwall Council is requested to 

consider the following proposal: 

 

 50p for 1 hour 

 £1 for 2 hours 

 Retain current long stay tariff without a 6% increase 

 Season tickets offering quarterly payments (£60 per quarter + admin. charge) 

 Remove short stay restrictions in designated areas within Trengrouse Way CP to 

permit use for long stay and season ticket holders 

 Allow overnight stays by motor caravans with their own toilet facilities, subject 

to appropriate terms and conditions 

 Improve signage to the Trengrouse Way CP as the ‘Town Centre Car Park’ 

 No seasonal variations 

 No changes to evening and Sunday free parking 

 

 

 On the proposition of Councillor Upton, seconded by the Mayor, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that Standing Order 1.14 be resumed. 

 

  The Town Centre Regeneration Officer left the meeting at 7.43pm. 
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361. Budget Monitoring Statement 

 

Members considered the Budget Monitoring Statement to 30
th

 November 2014 

circulated prior to the meeting.  The Town Clerk also circulated the Consolidated Bank 

Reconciliation.   

 

The Town Clerk answered Members’ questions following which it was proposed by 

Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Boase, and unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Budget Monitoring Statement be accepted. 

 

362. Smoke Free Policy 

 

 Members considered a draft Smoke Free Policy circulated prior to the meeting. 

 

 Councillor Knight was of the opinion that the sentence ‘Smokers are permitted 

reasonable time off during the day to smoke, but should keep such breaks to a minimum’ be 

removed.  This was agreed, and on the proposition of Councillor Upton, seconded by Councillor 

Mrs Roberts, it was unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that the Smoke Free Policy, as amended, be adopted. 

 

363.  Internet Banking 
 

 Further to Min. No. 300/2014, the Town Clerk advised that he was gathering 

information and had arranged an appointment with the Barclays Bank Business Manager for 

17
th

 December and would report back to the following Committee meeting. 

 

364.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 

 

  On the proposition of Councillor Knight, seconded by Councillor Mrs Roberts, it was 

unanimously 

 

RESOLVED – that pursuant to the provision of the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 

1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the following item of business by 

reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

365. Staff Time Analysis 

 

 The Mayor advised that he, the Deputy Mayor (Councillor Upton) and Councillor 

Knight had met on two occasions to consider the Staff Time Analysis exercise conducted during 

September.  Councillor Knight circulated a list of questions and an Interim Report.  The Mayor 

assured the Town Clerk that he was not expected to answer the questions during the meeting, 

but his response would be considered for a further report to the January meeting. 

 

  

Meeting closed 8.27pm.       

 

    

Confirmed 

 

  

 

 

 

  Town Mayor 


