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Helston Town Council, The Guildhall, Helston, Cornwall.  TR13 8ST 
Tel: 01326 572063 Email: townclerk@helston-tc.gov.uk 

www.helston-tc.gov.uk   www.facebook.com/helstontc  https://twitter.com/HelstonTCouncil 

Helston Town Council  

Konsel an Dre Hellys 

Newsletter Lyther Nowodhow  
Message from the Mayor  

As we prepare for a safe and happy 
Christmas, firstly, I must mention our 
Town Clerk, Chris Dawson, who 
retires at the end of December. He 
has worked tirelessly for the benefit 
of the Town and the Council. Chris 
has seen us through both good times 
and hard times and has done so with 
professionalism and good character. 
We all wish him and his family a 
happy and healthy future. 

 

I would also like to say how much we value the hard work by 
officers, employees and members as they prepare for the new 
year and the months ahead. As for community volunteer groups, 
businesses, church groups, sports teams and individuals, please 
keep an eye out for neighbours and friends who may need help 
and support at this time of year. 

 

 

Let’s all be positive about the future of our town for 2021. There 
is a lot of work to be done. Let’s be kind to neighbours, friends, 
family and nature, and take the time over the holiday to 
contemplate a safer new future as a community. 

Nadelik Lowen! 

Messach dyworth an Mer 

Christmas this year is going to be very different from what we’re 
all used to. The Government has introduced a relaxation of Covid 
rules for areas within Tiers one to three for Christmas Day only to 
allow people to celebrate the festive period with loved ones. This  
amendment will allow up to three households to mix indoors 
forming a Christmas bubble. 
 
However, we would like to take this moment to remind you all 
that COVID doesn’t care that it’s Christmas and will continue 
spreading regardless.  If you have any elderly or vulnerable  
family or friends please think carefully about the risks and  
potentially exposing them to the virus either in your own home 
or being a guest in someone else's home.  
 
If you do decide to have friends or family round make sure that 

no one has any symptoms, open the windows and doors to allow 
fresh air to circulate and continue to keep your distance from 
people.  
 
Whatever you decide to do we would like to wish you all a very  
Merry Christmas and remind you of the basic guidance: 

Cornwall Council Car Parks will be free in Helston on Saturday 19th 

December this year.   

With so many lovely independent shops to choose from, it’s a great 

chance to do your Christmas shopping locally! 

A Different Christmas 2020  



• Rubbish due to be collected on Christmas Day will be 
collected on Friday 1st January 2021. 

• Recycling or garden waste due to be collected on Christmas 
Day will be collected on Saturday 2nd January 2021. 

• No collections are due to take place on Boxing Day as it falls 
on a Saturday. 

• Collections due on the Bank Holiday Monday in celebration 
of Boxing Day will take place as normal.  

 

All other collections will remain unchanged. 
 

Arrangement for collecting real Christmas Trees: 
Non-artificial Christmas Trees will be collected in the weeks 
beginning 11th and 18th January. Place your tree near your 
rubbish bin on the opposite week to your recycling for free 
collection—it will be shredded and composted.  
 

Please see Cornwall Council’s website for full recycling details.  

Christmas Waste and  

Recycling Collections 

Helston Town Council has a budget available for grant funding 
available to local organisations for specific projects which 
benefit a group of people within Helston.   

Grant applications are considered twice a year with the next 
meeting taking place on 18th February 2021.  We have £12,140 
remaining in the budget so please get in touch to submit an 
application.  You can contact us on 01326 572063 or 
enquiries@helston-tc.gov.uk to request an application form or 
pop into the Guildhall to pick one up. 

Grant Funding 

Helston Town Council bids a fond farewell to Town Clerk, Mr Chris Dawson, who has served the Council as Town Clerk and 
Responsible Financial Officer for over 16 years, when he retires at the end of this year.   

Chris, who was born in Helston, admits that he feels privileged to have been able to hold this position 
in his hometown, advising that it was his Father’s proudest day when he became Town Clerk.  Prior to 
joining Helston Town Council Chris had gained 21 years’ local government experience working with 
Cornwall County Council, Cornwall College and Carrick District Council.  He put this experience to 
good used during his time at Helston assisting in the achievement of a number of awards including 
the Local Council Award Scheme Quality Gold status in 2017 and runner up National Council of the 
Year.   

Chris particularly values the support he was given by fellow Clerks when he commenced his role and 
the camaraderie that developed over the following years and is pleased to have been in a position to 
help others in a similar manner.  During his time with the Council Chris was a Member of the Society 
of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) and has served as both Chairman and Secretary for SLCC Cornwall 
Branch.  Chris and his wife, Donna, hope to move to Portugal early in the new year and commence 
their retirement under sunny skies. 

Paying tribute to the Town Clerk, the Mayor of Helston said ‘Chris has worked tirelessly for the 
benefit of the Helston Town and our Council.  Chris has seen us through both good times and hard 

times and has done so with professionalism and good character.  We all wish him and his family a happy and healthy future.’ 

Deputy Town Clerk, Pamela Lavelle, who will be taking over the role of Town Clerk in January said ‘It has been a pleasure to work 
with Chris for the last 15 years and I have learnt a lot from him.  I wish him all the best for his retirement.’ 

Due to the current restrictions a virtual farewell event will take place via Zoom between 12.30pm and 4pm on Wednesday 23rd 
December and anyone who would like to pass on their best wishes is welcome to drop in at any point during that time.   If you would 
like to attend please contact Pamela Lavelle on enquiries@helston-tc.gov.uk for joining details. 

Helston Town Council bids farewell to Town Clerk of 16 years 

mailto:enquiries@helston-tc.gov.uk


Last January households across Cornwall threw away an extra 1,456 tonnes of ‘stuff’ compared to a normal month. This year more 
people in Cornwall are thinking about ways in which they can reduce the amount of rubbish they rack up at Christmas. Have a look at 
Cornwall Council’s Christmas Waste Reduction page online for some great ideas.  

Give away time not tat!  With social distancing making some experiences more tricky than others it may be nice to buy the 
experience now and have something to look forward to in the months ahead.  With this in mind it is also a great time to shop small 
and support local businesses—there are many places in Helston where you can buy gift vouchers to give as presents.  

Waste free Christmas Presents: 

Please remember to recycle the items that you can’t reduce, if you don’t have the equipment 
please get in touch with us to arrange when you can pick some up. 

Census 2021 

Try to Reduce and Remember to Recycle this Christmas 

Households in Helston, alongside the rest of England and 
Wales will soon be asked to take part in Census 2021. 
The census is a once-in-a-decade survey that gives us the 
most accurate estimate of all the people and households 
in England and Wales. It has been carried out every 
decade since 1801, with the exception of 1941. 
 
It will be the first run predominantly online, with 
households receiving a letter with a unique access code, 
allowing them to complete the questionnaire on their 
computers, phones or tablets. 
 
“A successful census will ensure everyone from local 
government to charities can put services and funding in 
the places where they are most needed,” Iain Bell, deputy 
national statistician at the Office for National Statistics, 
said “This could mean things like doctors’ surgeries, 
schools and new transport routes. That’s why it is so 
important everyone takes part and we have made it 
easier for people to do so online on any device, with help 
and paper questionnaires for those that need them.” 
 
Census day will be on March 21, but households across 
the country will receive letters with online codes allowing 

them to take part 
from early March. 
For more 
information, visit 
www.census.gov.uk 
 

Santa Claus is (still) coming to town!  

Don’t worry kids, Santa Claus will be able to deliver your presents this Christmas! 
He is considered an essential worker so will not have to restrict his movements. He 
will also be exempt from needing to self isolate for 14 days so he will be able to travel 
all over the world with no problems on Christmas Eve. 
Make sure you get to bed nice and early so that social distancing is maintained!  
 
This will be a very different Christmas in many ways but you can rest assured that 
Santa Claus will indeed be coming to Helston!  

• A meal at your favourite restaurant 

• Visit to an attraction 

• Spa/Experience Day 

• Online gaming vouchers 

• Charity Donation 

• Hotel Stay 

• Beauty Treatments 

• Shopping Gift Cards  

• Gym/Theatre Membership 

• Holiday in the UK or abroad 

 

Note—Tier 1 Medium Alert true at time of publishing (December 2020) 



If you take photographs of any of our civic engagements please consider forwarding them via email for 
 possible publication in the next newsletter and please visit our Facebook page where you can find out  

about Council news and town events. 

Guildhall Christmas Opening Hours and 

Contact Details  
 

The Guildhalls doors are currently closed but we are still here and working.  

If you need to contact us please give us a call on 01326 572063 or email 
enquiries@heslton-tc.gov.uk  

Please do not message us on Facebook Messenger as we are experiencing issues with 
this an cannot access our inbox.  

All Councillors are also contactable. 

The Town Clerk’s Office will be closed from 4pm on Wednesday 23rd December 2020 
until 9.00am on Thursday 4th January 2021. 

Useful telephone numbers:  
Cornwall Council 0300 1234 100 

Refuse and Recycling 0300 1234 141 
Highways 0300 1234 222 

Police Non-emergency 101 
 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year! 

Town Councillors 

 

North Ward 

R J L  Boase 07770 347544  

M H Thomas 07879 277343 

Rev D P Reed 01326 572303 

M Kenchington 01326 561056 

B Thomas 07775 091731  

 

South Ward 

R Williams 01326 572179 

J Martin 01736 763814 

Mrs G A Geer 07974 817520 

T Grattan-Kane 07747 866201 

R F Edgcumbe 07969 743264 

 

West Ward 

Mrs F N E Boase 01326 573200 

Mrs N Roberts 07889 191514 

 

Town Clerk 

Chris Dawson 01326 572063 

Deputy Town Clerk 

Pamela Lavelle 01326 572063 

Mayor’s Secretary 

Jacqui Heath 01326 572063 

Administrative Assistant 

Katie Best 01326 572063 

Regeneration Officer 

Martin Searle 01326 558881 

 

Town Clerk’s office hours  

Monday to Friday  

9.00am to 4.00pm 

 

Christmas Jumper Full Council Meeting 

Our annual Christmas Jumper Full Council meeting took place on Thursday 17th December 
2020. We usually hold our council meetings in the Council Chambers in The Guildhall but due 
to Covid we are holding all meetings virtually. A photograph is normally taken of the group of 
councillors and staff adorning their festive attire after the meeting but in true 2020 fashion a 
screenshot will have to do!   

Donations were made by all participants directly to Save the Children.  


